
 

   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 

           

          

    

       

 

 

 

 

 
 

OXFORD UNIVERSITY 
PHILOSOPHY TEST 

November 2021 

Only to be taken by applicants for the Philosophy and Theology joint degree. 

Question Paper and Answer Booklet 

Surname 

Other names 

School/College name* 

*If you are an individual candidate, taking this test away from a school or college, please write the name 
of your examination centre in this box. 

Centre Number Candidate Number X 

UCAS Number (if known) _ _ 

d d m m y y 
Date of Birth _ _ 

Oxford College of Preference 

You have 60 minutes (one hour) for this test. 

Candidates should attempt Part A, which consists of one question, and ONE QUESTION ONLY from Part 

B. The two questions you answer will be given an equal weighting, so you are advised to spend half of the 

available time on each of them. 

Any planning and rough working should be completed in this test booklet, and clearly indicated as such. 

There are 10 pages available for you to write on, including those with the printed questions; no additional 

pages are available, and none should be used. You must use a black pen. No dictionaries of any kind are 

permitted. 

The Philosophy Test is a test of philosophical reasoning skills. There is no expectation that candidates will 

have undertaken any formal study of philosophy, and it is not a test of philosophical knowledge. 

Credit will be given for precise and careful reasoning which answers the question asked, with particular 

merit being given to answers which anticipate and are able to answer objections to the reasoning given. 

No credit will be given for irrelevance, nor for the mere statement of opinions without evidence or argument 

to support them. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Answer PART A and ONE QUESTION ONLY FROM PART B. 

Spend half an hour on each and do as much as you can within that time. 

PART A 

1. Read carefully through the following passage, and answer the questions which follow. 

No Christian is likely to cause uproar in a church by praying ‘Lord, grant peace to our world.’  It is a 
safe prayer to make, allowing those who make it to continue pursuing peace by whatever means 
they think effective.  Let us suppose, for example, that I, in company with all the political parties, the 
majority of Christians and of Christian leaders in Britain, am a firm believer in our national defence 
policy as a means of preserving peace.  Why then should I not make the following prayer for peace? 
‘Dear Lord, inspire our scientists that they may invent yet more lethal weaponry (for the more lethal, 
the more it will effectively deter), preserve us from any unfortunate accident in its testing (lest we 
suffer an even greater disaster than Chernobyl), bless our economy that we may put these weapons 
into plentiful production (otherwise they will fail to deter), succour the homeless, the unemployed, 
the sick and elderly of our own and other nations until such time as our defence commitments allow 
us to do more.  Strengthen our leaders in a strong defence policy, drive out from our midst any who 
by thought, word, or deed underline our national security, and grant us the protection of nuclear 
weaponry now and forever, Amen.’  Some readers may dislike this prayer and consider it a distortion 
of the views of those who believe in the morality of nuclear deterrence, but the point of the prayer 
is to illustrate that our spirituality has a split nature and that when we do bring our everyday actions 
and attitudes into prayer, then our prayers disturb. 

GERARD W. HUGHES 

a. State briefly the author’s aim in setting out and contrasting these two prayers. 

b. EITHER: What does the author mean when he says that out spirituality has a ‘split nature’? 

OR: Would a religion which did not include prayers of request to a god or gods be lacking in 
anything important compared to one, like the Christianity Hughes discusses, which does? 
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PART B 

2. 'I remember reading a criticism of the song for being sentimental but that's wrong; though it does 
allow itself to be emotional about football' (David Baddiel, co-author of the 'Three Lions' England 
football song). Carefully distinguish the meanings of the three words sentimental, emotional and 
nostalgic. 

3. It is often possible to specify, in fairly general terms, the conditions which would make a sentence 
true. For example, it is quite common to think that ‘Freda knows that Curly likes chocolate’ involves 
three things: the truth of ‘Curly likes chocolate’ (because there seems something odd about knowing 
a thing and that thing being false), Freda’s having a belief that Curly likes chocolate, and there being 
a suitable connection between the truth and the belief, to prevent it being accidental or just a guess 
on Freda’s part.  Similarly, ‘Morris sees a rabbit’ at least requires Morris to have properly-functioning 
visual equipment (eyes, say), and also that there actually is a rabbit in his field of vision (as opposed 
to – or maybe in addition to – a long-eared guinea pig, or a disguised meerkat). 

For each of the following sentences, discuss conditions which would make the sentence true. 

a. Morris thought he saw a rabbit. 
b. Morris imagined he saw a rabbit. 
c. Morris realized he saw a rabbit. 
d. Cuthbert imitated Colin. 
e. Cuthbert was guilty of imitating Colin. 
f. Cuthbert was found guilty of imitating Colin. 
g. Connie accused Cuthbert of imitating Colin. 
h. Connie informed Charlie that Cuthbert imitated Colin. 
i. Connie lied to Charlie that Colin imitated Cuthbert. 

4. Test results suggest that a new vaccine to protect against a disease will reduce deaths among 
people infected with the relevant disease from 20 per 100 000 to 10 per 100 000, thus saving 10 
lives per 100 000 among those infected.  Unfortunately, known side-effects will result in 3 deaths 
per 100 000 people vaccinated; these side-effects are entirely unrelated to the disease itself.  What 
factors should determine (a) whether the vaccine should be used at all, and (b) whether receiving 
the vaccine should be made compulsory? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please turn over (Page 5 of 10) 



 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

.…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please turn over (Page 6 of 10) 



 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Please turn over (Page 7 of 10) 



 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please turn over (Page 8 of 10) 



 

  

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Please turn over (Page 9 of 10) 



 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

...………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please turn over (Page 10 of 10) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The back of this booklet is intentionally left blank for your rough working or notes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 BLANK PAGE 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BLANK PAGE 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BLANK PAGE 



 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice


