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About the course

The Postgraduate Certificate (PGCert) in Ecological Survey Techniques is a one year, part-time course providing the
knowledge, understanding and skills needed to conduct effective ecological field surveys and data analysis for a range of
key taxa.

The course uses a mixture of online, face-to-face and experiential learning, including an independent field survey
project, and is led by experienced academics and practitioners.

The PGCert provides the high standard of training needed to design, plan and implement effective ecological field
surveys from beginning to end, including handling data and reporting results. The course supports research and
professional development in the field, providing students with the skills needed to effectively assess and monitor
biodiversity and ecosystems across all biomes.

The face-to-face week in September includes classroom and field work based teaching, as well as practical exercises
including the use of GIS software, this is followed by core and option modules taught online and an independently-
researched project with field work.

The PGCert comprises:

e one core face-to-face module, 'Introduction to Ecological Survey Techniques in Oxford';
two online core modules in vegetation and in data analysis;
a choice of two out of four online option modules specialising in mammals and reptiles, birds, fish and amphibians, and
invertebrates; and

e acore field project.

Further details regarding the face-to-face week, online modules and field project, including indicative dates, are
available on the course website.

The course is assessed on a modular basis, with assessments reflecting the learning objectives of the course. During the
course, you will be required to submit:

e one 2,500-word formative assignment, which will be marked with feedback but will not contribute credit towards formal course
results;

e four 2,000-word assignments, up to two of which may be submitted as a PowerPoint poster or slide presentation depending on
which option modules are chosen (10 CATS points each); and

e one 5,000-word field project and a 1000-word online journal (20 CATS points).

The course is ideal for both UK-based and international students who wish to follow a flexible programme of study
leading to an Oxford qualification. A choice of modules enables students to explore areas of interest and specialism, and
areas which are relevant to their professional needs. Drawing on a rich pool of expertise, teaching is conducted by a
highly knowledgeable and diverse team of practitioners and academics engaged directly with ecological issues.

The course website comprises further information on key IT requirements for undertaking the course and spotlights on
past students from the course.

Changes to courses

The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. However, there may be
situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make changes in course provision, either before or
after registration. For further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions.

Expected length of course
12 months
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Costs

Annual fees for entry in 2019-20

Fee status Annual Course fees

Home/EU (including Islands) £5,143

Overseas £6,900

The fees shown above are the annual course fees for this course, for entry in the stated academic year.

Course fees cover your teaching as well as other academic services and facilities provided to support your studies. Unless
specified in the additional information section below, course fees do not cover your accommodation, residential costs or
other living costs. They also don’t cover any additional costs and charges that are outlined in the additional cost
information below.

Course fees are payable each year, for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length of time for which
you are required to pay course fees). For courses lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually
increase annually. For details, please see our guidance on likely increases to fees and charges.

Additional cost information

Please note that this course requires that you attend in Oxford for teaching, and you may incur additional travel and
accommodation expenses for this. This includes a residential session in Oxford. Further, as part of your course
requirements, you may need to choose a dissertation, a field project or a thesis topic. Depending on your choice of topic
and the research required to complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as travel expenses, research expenses,
and field trips. You will need to meet these additional costs, although you may be able to apply for small grants from
your department to help you cover some of these expenses.
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Living costs
In addition to your course fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your living costs for the
duration of your course.

If you are studying part-time your living costs may vary depending on your personal circumstances but you must still
ensure that you will have sufficient funding to meet these costs for the duration of your course.

The likely living costs for 2019-20 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time graduate student,
with no dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can multiply up by the number of months
you expect to live in Oxford.

Likely living costs for 1 Likely living costs for 9 Likely living costs for 12

month months months

Lower Upper Lowerrange Upperrange Lowerrange Upper range

range range
Food £265 £371 £2,387 £3,342 £3,183 £4,456
Accommodation £566 £739 £5,093 £6,655 £6,790 £8,874
Personal items £122 £271 £1,098 £2,435 £1,464 £3,246
Social activities £42 £126 £380 £1,138 £506 £1,518
Study costs £40 £88 £359 £788 £478 £1,051
Other £23 £48 £208 £432 £277 £576
Total £1,058 £1,643 £9,525 £14,790 £12,698 £19,721

When planning your finances for any future years of study at Oxford beyond 2019-20, you should allow for an estimated
increase in living expenses of 3% each year.

More information about how these figures have been calculated is available at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/livingcosts.
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