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The following questions are based on an invented language called Fanith. Fanith, unlike English, does not 
distinguish between simple and progressive tenses, so the same word can mean I see and I am seeing. Word 
order is more flexible in Fanith than in English, and is not generally a good guide to the meaning of the 
sentence. 

The exercises are cumulative, so it is recommended that you complete them in order, as later questions 
include forms from earlier ones. Try to work out the meanings of sentences, individual forms, and the 
components of those forms by comparing the given sentences carefully with each other.  

1. Study the following sentences in Fanith: 

            [14 marks] 
The dog sees the cat   se lix som lenonom thadh 

The men see the dogs  sém líxom thedh sé zhóch 

Cats love men   lenó shech zhóchom  

The dogs chase the women  neth sóm shethónom sé líx 

Women wait for cats   só shethó djen lenónom 

 The cat loves the dog   shach so leno sem lixom  

Translate the following into English: 

a) nath so shetho som lenonom 

            [3] 

b) sém zhóchom shech sé líx 

            [3] 

Translate the following into Fanith: 

c) The dog waits for the man 

            [4] 

d) The man loves the cats 

            [4] 

2. Study the following sentences in Fanith:          [15 marks] 

         They look for the fishes of the women     sém sóy shethónoy thársom herdh 

         The men are eating eggs     sé zhóch djórom medh 

         We see the man’s chicken     thadhem sem sey zhochoy roshom 

         The girl’s rabbit plays with the men’s  
         dogs 

    sém séy zhóchoy líxom so soy thefonoy falsho chadj 

         A dog is stealing the cat’s fish     sem soy lenonoy tharsom varsh lix 

         We are looking for the rabbit     som falshonom hardhem 

 
 



Translate the following sentences into English: 

a) sém sey tharsoy djórom so shetho madh  

[4] 

b) versh só thefó sém sey zhochoy róshom 

[4] 

Translate the following sentences into Fanith: 

c) They are looking for the man’s cats  

[3] 

d) We are stealing the chickens’ egg 

[4] 

 

3. Study the following sentences in Fanith:       [16 marks] 

fathadh se lix sem tharsom   The dog saw the fish 

sóm falshónom sé vórsh famen  The thieves took the rabbits 

faneth sé rósh som faronom   The chickens chased the pigeon 

sém sóy farónoy djórom famedh thefó Girls were eating the pigeon’s eggs  

xashó som sey zhochoy faronom men  Hawks take the man’s pigeon 

 

Translate the following sentences into English: 

a) sóm soy shethonoy falshónom fachedj só thefó 

[4] 

b) fahardh so xasho roshom 

[3] 

Translate the following sentences in Fanith:  

c) The thief stole the hawk’s egg 

[4] 

d) The woman’s cat took the thieves’ fish 

[5] 
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