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About the course

This course is intended to give you experience in reading a range of primary exegetical texts in Classical Hebrew,
Aramaic and Syriac, to develop research methodologies in the writing of a 15,000-word dissertation and to provide a
solid basis in the subject area for those intending to go on to do original research.

Teaching for the compulsory core course is covered by a combination of lectures, seminars and tutorials covering the
principal sources for exegesis of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament, and select topics will be covered in Michaelmas and
Hilary terms. These may include ancient Bible translations, Qumran texts, the New Testament, Rabbinic hermeneutics,
Greek and Latin patristics, or early Syriac commentaries. They will be explored in the essays set which you will present
in meetings with your tutor, either in one-to-one sessions or with one or two other students in related subjects (such
sessions are known as ‘tutorials’).

For your other two papers, you will select two options from the following five:

Hebrew biblical and exegetical texts
Aramaic (Targum) texts

Syriac biblical and exegetical texts
Greek biblical and exegetical texts

Latin biblical and exegetical texts.
Set texts in the first Semitic language (or in Latin and/or Greek if chosen) will be studied in classes in all three terms.

If required, intensive elementary language teaching in a second Semitic language followed by textual study is available
in the first term, comprising two to three hours per week. Since elementary language teaching will start with the basics
of the grammar, classes may be shared with beginners in other appropriate courses (Classical Hebrew, Syriac and
Aramaic, at undergraduate or graduate level).

Most teaching for this Masters course will take place in small classes or tutorials, normally given mainly by the course
convenor, Professor Alison Salvesen, but also supplemented by recommended lectures and seminars. You will be
expected to prepare the language exercises or texts in advance of each class, in order to derive the maximum benefit
from the intense form of study. Numbers of students on the course are very small (one or two per year) and so teaching is
tailored according to the needs and interests of individual students. Classes are sometimes shared with those on other
similar courses.

You will also be strongly encouraged to attend seminars in relevant areas: there are regular seminar series in Jewish
Studies in the Greco-Roman Period, Patristic studies, Late Antique and Byzantine studies, Hebrew Bible/Old Testament,
and New Testament, as well as special lectures given by visiting scholars.

Assessment takes place at the end of the academic year, and takes the form of three 3-hour examination papers (one on
the compulsory core paper, and the other two on prescribed texts), plus a 15,000-word dissertation on some aspect of
Bible interpretation in antiquity. The topic and title of the dissertation are chosen in consultation with your supervisor,
and the dissertation itself will be submitted in the fourth week of Trinity term, before the examinations for the other
papers.

The first examination paper consists of essay questions for the compulsory core paper on early translations and
interpretations of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament; you are required to answer three essay questions (out of at least
seven that are set). On both of the two papers chosen as options you will be asked to translate into English three
passages out of four from the set texts and comment on points of exegetical and other interest in them, and also to write
one essay (out of a choice of four) on the background or aspects of the set texts. You will normally also be examined
orally (viva voce), unless individually excused by the examiners.

In taught graduate degrees the pass mark is 50. In the MSt, a distinction may be awarded for a final overall mark of 70 or
above. The final mark is arrived at as a numerical mean of the marks on individual papers, with the qualification that you
must also pass on each paper individually.
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Changes to courses

The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. However, there may be
situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make changes in course provision, either before or
after registration. For further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions.

Expected length of course

9 months
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Costs

Annual fees for entry in 2019-20

Fee status Annual Course fees

Home/EU (including Islands) £16,415

Overseas £25,387

The fees shown above are the annual course fees for this course, for entry in the stated academic year.

Course fees cover your teaching as well as other academic services and facilities provided to support your studies. Unless
specified in the additional information section below, course fees do not cover your accommodation, residential costs or
other living costs. They also don’t cover any additional costs and charges that are outlined in the additional cost
information below.

Course fees are payable each year, for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length of time for which
you are required to pay course fees). For courses lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually
increase annually. For details, please see our guidance on likely increases to fees and charges.

Additional cost information

There are no compulsory elements of this course that entail additional costs beyond fees and living costs. However, as
part of your course requirements, you may need to choose a dissertation, a project or a thesis topic. Please note that,
depending on your choice of topic and the research required to complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as
travel expenses, research expenses, and field trips. You will need to meet these additional costs, although you may be
able to apply for small grants from your department and/or college to help you cover some of these expenses.
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Living costs
In addition to your course fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your living costs for the

duration of your course.

The likely living costs for 2019-20 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time graduate student,
with no dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can multiply up by the number of months
you expect to live in Oxford.

Likely living costs for 1 Likely living costs for 9 Likely living costs for 12

month months months

Lower Upper Lower range Upperrange Lowerrange Upper range

range range
Food £265 £371 £2,387 £3,342 £3,183 £4,456
Accommodation £566 £739 £5,093 £6,655 £6,790 £8,874
Personal items £122 £271 £1,098 £2,435 £1,464 £3,246
Social activities £42 £126 £380 £1,138 £506 £1,518
Study costs £40 £88 £359 £788 £478 £1,051
Other £23 £48 £208 £432 £277 £576
Total £1,058 £1,643 £9,525 £14,790 £12,698 £19,721

When planning your finances for any future years of study at Oxford beyond 2019-20, you should allow for an estimated
increase in living expenses of 3% each year.

More information about how these figures have been calculated is available at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/livingcosts.
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