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MSc in Social Data Science

About the course
The multidisciplinary MSc in Social Data Science provides the social and technical expertise needed to analyse unstructured
heterogeneous data about human behaviour, thereby informing our understanding of the human world.
Social data generated digitally (from, for example, social media, communications platforms, Internet of Things (IoT) devices,
sensors/wearables, and mobile phones) offer a way to accumulate new large-scale data, in addition to existing data that have been
converted to digital formats. These data can be put to work helping us understand big issues of crucial interest to the social
sciences, industry, and policy-makers including social, economic and political behaviour, interpersonal relationships, market
design, group formation, identity, international movement, ethics and responsible ways to enhance the social value of data, and
many other topics.
The growing eld of social data science involves developing the science of these social data: creating viable datasets out of messy,
real world data; and developing the tools and techniques to analyse them to tell us something about the world, through
explanation, prediction and the testing of interventions. In this way, social data science offers a data science where the data relates
to individual and social behaviour and a social science with generation and analysis of real-time transactional data at its centre.
You will take a combination of core and option papers and produce a dissertation of up to 15,000 words with the support of a
dissertation supervisor. The dissertation provides you the opportunity to apply the methods and approaches you have covered in
the other parts of the course and carry out a substantive piece of academic research.
In addition to this full-time taught course, the MSc in Social Data Science is also offered as part of a combined taught and research
(1+3) programme, for students wishing to continue on to doctoral study (with the DPhil in Social Data Science commencing in the
2020-21 academic year). Applicants interested in the combined programme should consult the MSc + DPhil in Social Data Science
course page, which provides information about the course and details of how to apply.
Due to the intensive nature of the taught portion of this course, there is no part-time option available. However, students
continuing on to doctoral study have the option of taking a part-time DPhil.

Supervision
The allocation of graduate supervision for this course is the responsibility of the Oxford Internet Institute and it is not always
possible to accommodate the preferences of incoming graduate students to work with a particular member of staff. Supervision for
the MSc in Social Data Science spans multiple departments (please see the full list of faculty members eligible to supervise MSc
students for this programme). A supervisor may be found outside the list on the course webpage, and co-supervision is possible.

Changes to courses
The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. However, there may be situations in
which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For
further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions.

Expected length of course
Mode of study

Full Time Only

Expected length

10 months
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Costs
Annual fees for entry in 2020-21
Fee status

Annual Course fees

Home/EU (including Islands)

£22,050

Overseas

£28,040

Course fees are payable each year, for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length of time for which you are
required to pay course fees). For courses lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually increase annually.
Information about how much fees and other costs may increase is set out in the University's Terms and Conditions.
Course fees cover your teaching as well as other academic services and facilities provided to support your studies. Unless speci ed
in the additional cost information (below), course fees do not cover your accommodation, residential costs or other living costs.
They also don’t cover any additional costs and charges that are outlined in the additional cost information.

Additional cost information
There are no compulsory elements of this course that entail additional costs beyond fees and living costs. However, as part of your
course requirements, you will need to choose dissertation, project or thesis topics. Please note that, depending on your choice of
topic and the research required to complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as travel expenses, research expenses, and
eld trips. You will need to meet these additional costs, although you may be able to apply for small grants from your department
and/or college to help you cover some of these expenses.
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Living costs
In addition to your course fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your living costs for the duration
of your course.
The likely living costs for 2020-21 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time graduate student, with no
dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in
Oxford.
Likely living costs for 1

Likely living costs for 9

Likely living costs for 12

month

months

months

Lower range

Upper range

Lower range

Upper range

Lower range

Upper range

Food

£270

£385

£2,430

£3,465

£3,240

£4,620

Accommodation

£630

£760

£5,670

£6,840

£7,560

£9,120

Personal items

£130

£245

£1,170

£2,205

£1,560

£2,940

Social activities

£45

£110

£405

£990

£540

£1,320

Study costs

£40

£95

£360

£855

£480

£1,140

Other

£20

£55

£180

£495

£240

£660

Total

£1,135

£1,650

£10,215

£14,850

£13,620

£19,800

When planning your nances for any future years of study at Oxford beyond 2020-21, you should allow for an estimated increase in
living expenses of 3% each year.
More information about how these gures have been calculated is available at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/livingcosts.
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