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Course Information Sheet for entry in 2021-22:
MSc in Education (Comparative and International Education)

About the course
The MSc Education (Comparative and International Education) offers you an understanding of the factors that shape the
development and trajectories of educational systems in different parts of the world and the research skills to compare policy
choices and critically evaluate the major debates in the delivery of public and private education.
This full-time course comprises three core papers that cover inter alia the theoretical, historical, empirical and philosophical
underpinnings of the eld of comparative and international education, the interdisciplinary nature and impact of the research in
comparative education, and the political nature of governance and policy choices.
In addition to three pathway-speci c core papers, two core papers in research methods develop students’ understanding in key
concepts and principles of educational research design and methodology, using both quantitative and qualitative methods and
data. Students bene t from the expertise available through the Qualitative Methods Hub and the Quantitative Methods Hub at the
Department of Education. MSc Education students also choose one assessed option paper from a selection offered by academic
staff across the department.
The teaching style adopted is usually a combination of tutor and student input, and is reliant on students' reading of key texts,
preparation of arguments, responses to a presentation and/or analysis of documents and various group activities. Students that
make up the cohort have different professional and academic backgrounds and different perspectives on how the degree will best
enable them to engage with their future careers. As such, students are encouraged to take charge of their studies by reading widely
beyond the course materials and engaging their tutors in discussion about things that they are passionate about. In February each
year the course moves to Paris for a week for seminars at UNESCO, the OECD and the Institute for International Educational
Planning (IIEP).
A public seminar series in Comparative Education is normally hosted at St Antony’s College. Meetings take place on Tuesday
evenings at 5pm. Attendance for CIE students is compulsory.

Supervision
The allocation of graduate supervision for this course is the responsibility of the Department of Education. This will be done on the
basis of the topic of research and the availability of individual supervisors. It is not always possible to accommodate the
preferences of incoming graduate students to work with a particular member of staff. Under exceptional circumstances a supervisor
may be found outside the Department of Education.

Assessment
The course is assessed through one unseen three-hour examination paper, ve written assignments and a dissertation. The
dissertation of 15,000 to 20,000 words is written under close supervision throughout the academic year. Much of the eldwork (if
any) or interrogation of the archives, takes place during Trinity term. Dissertations re ect the cross-disciplinary nature of the eld
of study and draw on methods across the social sciences. On the whole, students select topics that can be examined through smallscale empirical research, but this is not a requirement. No preference is afforded to dissertations that rely on eldwork and travel
above those that rely mainly on secondary or archival sources.

Changes to courses
The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. However, there may be situations in
which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make changes in course provision, either before or after registration. These
may include signi cant changes made necessary by a pandemic (including Covid-19), epidemic or local health emergency. For
further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions (http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/terms) and our page on
changes to courses (http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/coursechanges).

Expected length of course
Full Time Only
Expected length

12 months
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Costs
Annual fees for entry in 2021-22
Fee status

Annual Course fees

Home (UK, Republic of Ireland,

£13,600

Channel Islands & Isle of Man)
Overseas (including EU)

£25,900

Course fees are payable each year, for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length of time for which you are
required to pay course fees). For courses lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually increase annually.
Information about how much fees and other costs may increase is set out in the University's Terms and Conditions.
Course fees cover your teaching as well as other academic services and facilities provided to support your studies. Unless speci ed
in the additional cost information (below), course fees do not cover your accommodation, residential costs or other living costs.
They also don’t cover any additional costs and charges that are outlined in the additional cost information.

Additional cost information
You will be required to spend three days in Paris as part of your course, at an estimated cost of £300-£500 for travel,
accommodation and living expenses. The department may be able to offer a contribution in some circumstances to offset these
costs. Also, as part of your course requirements, you may need to choose a dissertation, a project or a thesis topic. Please note that,
depending on your choice of topic and the research required to complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as travel
expenses, research expenses, and eld trips. You will need to meet these additional costs, although you may be able to apply for
small grants from your department and/or college to help you cover some of these expenses.
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Living costs
In addition to your course fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your living costs for the duration
of your course.
The likely living costs for 2021-22 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time graduate student, with no
dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in
Oxford.
Likely living costs for 2021-22
Likely living costs for 1

Likely living costs for 9

Likely living costs for 12

month

months

months

Lower range

Upper range

Lower range

Upper range

Lower range

Upper range

Food

£280

£400

£2,520

£3,600

£3,360

£4,800

Accommodation

£655

£790

£5,895

£7,110

£7,860

£9,480

Personal items

£130

£250

£1,170

£2,250

£1,560

£3,000

Social activities

£45

£115

£405

£1,035

£540

£1,380

Study costs

£45

£100

£405

£900

£540

£1,200

Other

£20

£55

£180

£495

£240

£660

Total

£1,175

£1,710

£10,575

£15,390

£14,100

£20,520

When planning your nances for any future years of study at Oxford beyond 2021-22, you should allow for an estimated increase in
living expenses of 3% each year.
More information about how these gures have been calculated is available at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/livingcosts.

Document accessibility
If you require an accessible version of the document please contact Graduate Admissions and Recruitment by email
(graduate.admissions@admin.ox.ac.uk) or via the online form (http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/ask).
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