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Course Information Sheet for entry in 2019-20
MSc by Research in Primary Health Care

About the course
The Nuf�eld Department of Primary Care Health Sciences is the top-ranked centre for academic primary care in the UK and leads
world-class research and training to rethink the way healthcare is delivered in general practice and other primary care settings,
both across the UK and globally. 

Applicants are strongly advised to visit the Medical Sciences Graduate School website to help them identify the most suitable course
and supervisors.

Integrating evidence and innovation, the Nuf�eld Department of Primary Care Health Sciences' main research focus is on the
prevention, early diagnosis and management of common illness. 

The department has methodological strengths in qualitative and applied research; randomised trials; analysis of big data; and
evidence synthesis. Much of its research is interdisciplinary and strongly focused on producing bene�ts for the NHS, for the
population and for patients.

The department has research groups that are involved in developing and testing complex interventions to prevent non-
communicable disease, enhancing self-management of chronic conditions, changing practitioner behaviour and testing
interventions for the optimal management of infectious disease. 

Admission to the DPhil is highly competitive. The DPhil programme provides you with a strong training environment and a broad
range of research areas and supervisor expertise. Previous research topics (student background in square brackets) include:

Rhe evaluation and expansion of methodologies relating to the reporting and analyses of intermediate test results: improving the clinical
utility of diagnostic research [statistician]
Targeted prevention and management of cardiovascular risk in low and middle income countries; an implementation intervention for
cardiovascular risk scoring in Kenya [nurse/midwife]
Antibiotic prescribing and resistance in primary care: implications for intervention [GP]
Optimising the management of hypertension in pharmacies [pharmacist]
Management of hypertensive disorders of pregnancy in the postpartum period [obstetrician]
Using conversation analysis to evaluate and design a brief weight loss intervention in primary care [anthropologist]
Self-management of weight in adults with overweight and obesity: characterising and evaluating cognitive and behavioural strategies
[behavioural scientist]
Weight loss as a predictor of cancer in primary care [GP]
The optimisation of HbA1c testing in UK primary care [statistician]
An exploration of the information and decision support needs of people with multiple sclerosis [social scientist]
Developing and evaluating behavioural interventions to reduce meat consumption [psychologist]
Supporting successful self-management strategies for people living with chronic pain who have been excluded from pain programmes
[physiotherapist]

Changes to courses

The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. However, there may be situations in
which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For
further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions.

Expected length of course

1 to 3 years 

https://www.medsci.ox.ac.uk/study/graduateschool
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Costs

Annual fees for entry in 2019-20

Fee status Annual Course fees

Home/EU (including Islands) £7,665

Overseas £23,950

The fees shown above are the annual course fees for this course, for entry in the stated academic year.

Course fees cover your teaching as well as other academic services and facilities provided to support your studies. Unless speci�ed
in the additional information section below, course fees do not cover your accommodation, residential costs or other living costs.
They also don’t cover any additional costs and charges that are outlined in the additional cost information below.

Course fees are payable each year, for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length of time for which you are
required to pay course fees). For courses lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually increase annually. For
details, please see our guidance on likely increases to fees and charges.

Graduate students who have reached the end of their standard period of fee liability may be required to pay a termly University
and/or a college continuation charge.

The University continuation charge, per term for entry in 2019-20 is £488, please be aware that this will increase annually. For
part-time students, the termly charge will be half of the termly rate payable by full-time students.

If a college continuation charge applies (not applicable for non-matriculated courses) it is likely to be in the region of £100 to £400
per term. Please contact your college for more details.

Additional cost information

There are no compulsory elements of this course that entail additional costs beyond fees (or, after fee liability ends, continuation
charges) and living costs. However, please note that, depending on your choice of research topic and the research required to
complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as travel expenses, research expenses, and �eld trips. You will need to meet
these additional costs, although you may be able to apply for small grants from your department and/or college to help you cover
some of these expenses.

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/fees-and-funding/tuition-and-college-fees/fee-status
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/fees-and-funding/fees-and-other-charges/changes-to-fees-and-costs
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Living costs

In addition to your course fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your living costs for the duration
of your course.

The likely living costs for 2019-20 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time graduate student, with no
dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in
Oxford.

  Likely living costs for 1
month

Likely living costs for 9
months

Likely living costs for 12
months

Lower range Upper range Lower range Upper range Lower range Upper range

Food £265 £371 £2,387 £3,342 £3,183 £4,456

Accommodation £566 £739 £5,093 £6,655 £6,790 £8,874

Personal items £122 £271 £1,098 £2,435 £1,464 £3,246

Social activities £42 £126 £380 £1,138 £506 £1,518

Study costs £40 £88 £359 £788 £478 £1,051

Other £23 £48 £208 £432 £277 £576

Total £1,058 £1,643 £9,525 £14,790 £12,698 £19,721

When planning your �nances for any future years of study at Oxford beyond 2019-20, you should allow for an estimated increase in
living expenses of 3% each year.

More information about how these �gures have been calculated is available at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/livingcosts.


