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The main challenges

• Tight timeframe

• Technical language

• Your lack of technical knowledge





Manage expectations

• Stick to the brief and keep the audience in 

mind (Not all stories interesting to the 

researcher are interesting to the general 

reader.)

• Check what the department wants to 

achieve before you set out. 



Promoting research responsibly

• Peer review: work is scrutinised to assess validity.

• Less than half of all studies presented as 

summaries/ abstracts at professional meetings later 

published as peer-reviewed journal articles. 

(Cochrane Library)

• Point out limitations of the study too

• Careful about claims of ‘finding a cure’ 

• An association is a link (which is different to 

causation) 



Preparing for the interview

• Who is the right person for the job?

• Do they know what to expect?

• Do they have time to commit?

• Are there junior researchers with more time 

who are equally good communicators



Tips for interviewing

• Record interview – for speed and accuracy

• What ?Why? Who? How? When? Where?  

(key questions)

• What is the broader context for this 

research?

• Don’t be afraid to admit you don’t 

understand. Get them to spell out acronyms. 

Get them to explain ‘vague’ terms





Use the simplest word available

NO YES

permit let

purchase buy

persons people

exit way out

demonstrate show

violate break

approximately about

following after

sufficient enough

manufacture make

establish set up

expenditure spending

participate take part

utilise use



Don’t use two words where one will do

NO YES

meet with meet

head up head

free up free

farming sector/agricultural sector farming

cut back, cutbacks cut, cuts

track record record

large-scale big

decision-making process deciding/decision

weather conditions weather

this time around this time

any time soon soon

bought up, sold off bought, sold

top priority priority

major announcement announcement

most especially especially





http://www.sciencemediacentre.org/





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5l8bdaOMaA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5l8bdaOMaA


Don’t editorialise
The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford announced today 

that the Campaign for the University of Oxford has raised the 
impressive sum of xxx to date.

She also announced a generous £x gift to support a range of 
projects.

The range and diversity of the gift demonstrates the inclusive and 
collaborative nature of Oxford’s Campaign.

The Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford announced today 
that the Campaign for the University of Oxford has raised a total 
of £x million to date.

She also announced a £x gift to support a range of projects.

The Vice-Chancellor said: “The range and diversity of the gift 
demonstrates the inclusive and collaborative nature of Oxford’s 
Campaign.”



Strip down language to basics





UNDO THE ZIPFILE



• Do not spend several sentences setting the 

scene. Hold the reader with a fresh but 

unpretentious use of language.

• Read through your writing several times 

and edit it ruthlessly and avoid repetition.

• Do not be too chatty. 

• Long paragraphs, like long sentences, can 

confuse the reader. 



• “What am I trying to say?”

• “What image or idiom will make it 

clearer?”



HIGGS BOSON FOR THE 

LAYMAN

• “Imagine that the universe is filled 

with water – which is the Higgs field –

and that elementary particles are 

swimmers. The Higgs bosons are like 

little bubbles in the water.”

(John Gunion, physics professor) 













Definitions and Context

• Define concepts the first time you mention 

them. This is important because there may 

not be one agreed definition and explaining 

it avoids confusion and improves accuracy.

• Provide context to make it relevant or 

understandable.



Previous studies have already 

found that menstruation is viewed 

widely in developing countries as 

‘embarrassing’, ‘shameful’ and 

‘dirty’; being unable to stay clean is 

one of the main reasons why girls 

stay away from their lessons…



Content

• Catchy title that explains main point 

• First sentence that encapsulates story.

• First par: explain and give context 

• Name checks for relevant partners

• Facts/figures/human examples/applications

• Add researcher’s quotes (remember the 

conversation?) 

• Comment from external organisation?









What blogs are What they’re not

• informal

• short

• timely

• full of links

• formal

• long-winded

• timeless

• full of info



Before you start blogging

• Can you spare ½ day a week?

• Have you got enough stories/images?

• Can you find material for regular updates?

• Can you integrate with web system?

• Good luck!

www.ox.ac.uk/news/arts-blog/

www.ox.ac.uk/scienceblog/



http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/

p03jjn5r



Charlotte: I just don’t know what I 

am supposed to be.

Bob: You’ll figure that out. The 

more you know who you are, and 

what you want, the less you let 

things upset you.
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