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About the course 

The Science and Engineering for Arts, Heritage and Archaeology (SEAHA) Centre 

for Doctoral Training trains students in the emerging field of heritage science, 

which develops scientific and engineering skills to understand, interpret, conserve and manage 

cultural heritage. 

All SEAHA students begin the course by doing the one-year MRes SEAHA at University College 

London (UCL), and then continue with three years of doctoral studies at UCL (materials stream), 

University of Oxford (environmental stream) or the University of Brighton (digital stream). 

The MRes course has a pronounced research element, and students are recruited to SEAHA to 

specific research projects chosen in advance, initiated during the MRes year and completed during 

the doctoral phase. The SEAHA website lists projects available for the coming year. 

The MRes offers a number of modules that can be chosen to suit the training needs and the needs of 

the project, in agreement with project supervisors before enrolment. You will have tripartite 

supervision, with a heritage organisation, industrial and academic partner all providing support and 

oversight. SEAHA projects apply a wide range of science and engineering approaches to understand, 

interpret, conserve and establish the origins of objects (in museums, libraries, archives and galleries 

or outside), buildings, monuments or sites (ruins, buried archaeology etc). In particular, environment 

stream projects develop innovative methods to observe, monitor, analyse and conserve heritage 

objects, buildings, monuments or sites as they interact with air, water, sediment and biology around 

them. 

SEAHA students in Oxford participate in the School of Geography and the Environment's graduate 

training activities, and also experience the benefits of SEAHA cohort activities. Spreading throughout 

the four-year programme, SEAHA cohort activities include short courses, often in collaboration with 

project partners, invited lectures, public engagement events, career events, and residential events. 

Changes to courses 

The University will seek to deliver each course in accordance with the descriptions set out above. 

However, there may be situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make 

changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For further information, please see 

the University’s Terms and Conditions. 

Expected length of course 

4 years 

Annual fees for entry in 2016-2017 
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During the first year of the course you will be charged fees by University College London. Further 

information about UCL's fee rates can be found on the institution's website. 

In each subsequent year of study at the University of Oxford, you will be charged tuition and college 

fees at Oxford’s fee rate for that year of study. For an indication of costs, the table below shows the 

estimated annual tuition and college fees for the 2017-18 academic year at the University of Oxford. 

Please be aware that these fees will increase annually. 

Estimated annual fees for the 2017-18 academic year at the University of Oxford 

Fee Status Estimated tuition fee Estimated college fee Total estimated annual 
fees 

Home/EU 
(including islands) 

c. £13,680 c. £3,050 c. £16,730 

Overseas c. £19,525 c. £3,050 c. £22,575 

Tuition and college fees are payable for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the 

length of time for which you are required to pay tuition and college fees). Fees will usually increase 

annually. For details, please see our guidance on likely increases to fees and charges. 

Following the period of fee liability, you may also be required to pay a University continuation 

charge and a college continuation charge. The University and college continuation charges are 

shown on the Continuation charges page. 

Students admitted to this CDT are enrolled on the MRes in Science and Engineering in Arts, Heritage 

and Archaeology at University College London for their first year and are liable during that period for 

fees at that university's fee rates. Subject to meeting the progression criteria, those students who 

are then enrolled by the University of Oxford are liable for a further 9 terms of fees at the University 

of Oxford. 

Graduate students who have reached the end of their standard period of fee liability may be 

required to pay a termly University and/or college continuation charge. 

The University continuation charge, per term for entry in 2016/17, is currently £440, please be 

aware that this will increase annually. 

For part-time students, the termly charge will be half of the termly rate payable by full-time 

students. 

If a college continuation charge applies (not applicable to non-matriculated courses) it is likely to be 

in the region of £100 to £400 per term. Please contact your college for more details. 

Additional cost information 

There are no compulsory elements of this programme that entail additional costs beyond fees and 

living costs.  However, please note that, depending on your choice of research topic and the 

research required to complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as travel expenses, 

research expenses, and field trips. You will need to meet these additional costs, although you may 

be able to apply for small grants from your department and/or college to help you cover some of 

these expenses.  

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/graduate/research/fees-funding
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Living costs 

In addition to your tuition and college fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to 

support your living costs for the duration of your course. 

Please consult the University College London website for further information about living costs while 

studying at that institution. 

For the 2017-18 academic year, the range of likely living costs is estimated to be between £989 and 

£1462 for each month spent in Oxford. Further information, including a breakdown of likely living 

costs in Oxford for the 2016-17 academic year, is available on our Living costs page. 
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