
   

   

Mathematics and Philosophy Information Sheet for entry in 2016 

This course brings together two of the most fundamental and widely applicable 

intellectual skills. Mathematical knowledge and the ability to use it is the most 

important means of tackling quantifiable problems, while philosophical training 

enhances the ability to analyse issues, question received assumptions and clearly 

articulate understanding. The combination provides a powerful background from 

which to proceed to graduate study in either Mathematics or Philosophy or to 

pursue diverse careers. Historically, there have been strong links between Mathematics and 

Philosophy; logic, an important branch of both subjects, provides a natural bridge between the two, 

as does the philosophy of mathematics. 

Mathematics and Philosophy at Oxford 

The degree is constructed in the belief that the parallel study of these related disciplines can 

significantly enhance your understanding of each. 

The Philosophy Faculty is the largest in the UK, and one of the largest in the world, with more than 

70 full-time members and admitting more than 500 undergraduates annually to read the various 

degrees involving Philosophy. Many faculty members have a worldwide reputation, and the faculty 

has the highest research ratings of any philosophy department in the UK. The Philosophy Library is 

among the best in the country. The large number of undergraduates and graduates reading 

Philosophy with a variety of other disciplines affords the opportunity to participate in a diverse and 

lively philosophical community. 

The Mathematics Department, since 2013 housed in the new Andrew Wiles Building, is also one of 

the largest and best in the UK and contains within it many world-class research groups. This is 

reflected in the wide choice of mathematics topics available to you, especially in the fourth year. 

The course 

There are two Mathematics and Philosophy degrees, the three-year BA and the four-year 

MMathPhil.  You will not be asked to choose between these until your third year. 

The mathematics units in this joint course are all from the single-subject Mathematics course. 

Accordingly the standard in mathematics for admission to the joint course is the same as for 

admission to the single-subject Mathematics course. 

The compulsory core mathematics for the joint course consists of the pure (as opposed to applied) 

mathematics from the compulsory core for the single-subject Mathematics course. The philosophy 

units for the Mathematics and Philosophy course are mostly shared with the other joint courses with 

Philosophy. 

In the first year all parts of the course are compulsory. In the second and third years some subjects 

are compulsory, consisting of core mathematics and philosophy and bridge papers on philosophy of 

mathematics and on foundations (logic and set theory), but you also choose options. In the fourth 

year there are no compulsory subjects, and you can do all Mathematics, all Philosophy, or a 

combination of the two. 



   

   

A typical weekly timetable 

 Years 1 and 2: ~10 lectures a week, 2-3 tutorials a week 

 Years 3 and 4: 8 lectures a week, 2-3 tutorials a week for philosophy, 2-4 classes a week for 

mathematics 

1st year 

Courses 

Mathematics: 

 Algebra 

 Analysis 

 Calculus and Probability 

Philosophy: 

 EElements of deductive logic 

 General philosophy 

 Frege, Foundations of Arithmetic 

Assessment 

First University examinations: 

Five compulsory written papers 

2nd and 3rd years 

Courses 

Mathematics: 

 Core pure mathematics (Algebra, Metric Spaces, 

Complex Analysis) 

 Foundations (set theory, logic) 

 Intermediate mathematics options 

Philosophy: 

 Knowledge and reality or Early Modern philosophy 

 Philosophy of mathematics 

 Further philosophy papers 

Assessment 

Final University examinations, Part A 

(2nd year) 

 Two written papers on pure 

mathematics core and two 

written questions on options 

Final University examinations, Part B 

(3rd year) 

 Four 90 minute exams in 

Mathematics and three three-

hour papers in Philosophy and 

either two further 90 minute 

Mathematics exams or one 

further three-hour Philosophy 

paper (or the equivalent). 



   

   

4th year 

Courses 

Units from M-level Mathematics (including a Mathematics 

dissertation) and M-level Philosophy (including a 

Philosophy thesis) 

Assessment 

Final University Examinations, Part C: 

Philosophy subjects include a 5000-

word essay. Students study 3 

Philosophy subjects or 8 Mathematics 

units, or a mixture of the two 

disciplines. 

The University will seek to deliver each course in accordance with the descriptions set out above. 

However, there may be situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make 

changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For further information, please see 

the University’s Terms and Conditions. 

Fees 

These annual fees are for full-time students who begin this undergraduate course here in 2016. 

Fee Status Tuition fee College fee Total annual fees 

Home/EU  £9,000 £0 £9,000 

Islands 
(Channel Islands 
& Isle of Man) 

£9,000 £0 £9,000 

Overseas £16,280 £7,135 £23,415 

Information about how much fees and other costs may increase is set out in the University’s Terms 

and Conditions. 

Living Costs 

Your living costs will vary significantly dependent on your lifestyle. These are estimated to be 

between £970 and £1,433 per month in 2016-17. Undergraduate courses usually consist of three 

terms of eight weeks each, but as a guide you may wish to budget over a nine-month period to 

ensure you also have sufficient funds during the holidays to meet essential costs. 

Living costs breakdown 

  Per month Total for 9 months 

  

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Food £265 £298 £2,384 £2,673 



   

   

Accommodation (including utilities) £469 £667 £4,221 £6,002 

Personal items £119 £244 £1,073 £2,187 

Social activities £60 £107 £539 £960 

Study costs £36 £73 £314 £661 

Other £19 £44 £197 £410 

Total £970 £1,433 £8,727 £12,894 
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