Course Information Sheet for entry in 2016-17
MSc in Water Science, Policy and Management
About the course
The MSc in Water Science, Policy and Management aims to equip the next
generation of water professionals with the blend of skills necessary to make a
significant contribution to sustainable water management pathways across
competing priorities of water for ecosystems, food, energy, economic growth and human
consumption.
The course comprises eight core modules within three thematic areas – water science, water and
society, and water management. These modules are assessed by written examination. You also
study two electives which are each assessed through a 4,000-word essay. You will also write an
individual dissertation of 15,000 words.
The water science theme develops knowledge and understanding in physical, chemical, ecological
and epidemiological aspects of water science in temperate, tropical and semi-arid zones. It provides
a foundation in basic processes in each key subject area, as well as interactions throughout the
hydrological cycle, and the role of society in altering the "natural" hydrological processes and
function, and the impact this has on health.
The water and society theme explores how contested domains of power, interests and knowledge
influence water decision-making, illustrated through institutional, socio-economic and policy
analysis. This covers areas of water security and governance, law and regulation, trans-boundary
water, water access, ownership and rights, water for development, and interactions between the
state and civil society within dynamic and varied political, cultural, social and economic contexts.
The water management theme will help you to integrate the knowledge and understanding of water
developed in the other thematic areas to better enable you to tackle the big water management
challenges that we face. Geographic case studies are developed in the 'Basins Under Pressure'
sessions to compare the trade-offs that occur between science and society in these contexts.
Interactions with experts with different perspectives and expertise will help you to understand the
challenges faced by water managers.
Teaching takes place through lectures, seminars and field visits, including a week long field trip to
the Ebro Basin during the Easter vacation. The three themes will be integrated in the 'Water Policy,
Politics and Law' module, through the 'Basins under Pressure' sessions which focus on geographic
case studies.
Elective modules
These offer a tutorial-style teaching and discussion environment within smaller groups, based on a
suite of contemporary research themes that reflect the specific interests of core faculty and visiting
research associates. The teaching aim is to foster discussion and debate between academic staff and
students to identify and explore theory, methods and practice in an academic space that encourages
a critical dialogue.
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Dissertation
An independent and original dissertation is an integral component of the course. In order to equip
you with the necessary skills to undertake high quality research, a suite of training activities is
offered to develop key transferable skills in order for you to be able to execute high quality
independent and original research, and to expose you to applied research methods used widely in
academic and professional research.
Research skills
Core faculty staff will lead a series of training sessions that will build core transferable skills in the
natural and social sciences.
Components include:
research ethics
academic writing
research design
hydrological modelling
GIS
water quality evaluation
qualitative and quantitative research methods.
The skills training will focus on both strengthening capabilities to conduct high quality research for
your dissertation and on future professional development.
Changes to courses
The University will seek to deliver each course in accordance with the descriptions set out above.
However, there may be situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make
changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For further information, please see
the University’s Terms and Conditions.
Expected length of course
12 months
Annual fees for entry in 2016-2017
Fee Status
Home/EU
(including islands)
Overseas

Tuition fee
£13,150

College fee
£2,933

Total annual fees
£16,083

£18,770

£2,933

£21,703
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The fees shown above are the annual tuition and college fees for this course for entry in the 2016-17
academic year; for courses lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually
increase annually. For details, please see our guidance on likely increases to fees and charges.
Tuition and college fees are payable each year for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability
is the length of time for which you are required to pay tuition and college fees).
Additional cost information
All costs associated with compulsory fieldwork are paid for by the department.
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Living costs
In addition to your fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your
living costs for the duration of your course.
The likely living costs for 2016-17 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time
graduate student, with no dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can
multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in Oxford.

Likely living
costs for 1 month

Likely living
costs
for 9 months

Likely living costs
for 12 months

Lower
range

Upper
range

Lower
range

Upper
range

Lower
range

Upper
range

Food

£265

£298

£2,384

£2,673

£3,177

£3,565

Accommodation

£469

£667

£4,221

£6,002

£5,627

£8,006

Personal items

£119

£244

£1,073

£2,187

£1,429

£2,915

Social activities

£60

£107

£539

£960

£718

£1,280

Study costs

£36

£73

£314

£661

£418

£880

Other

£19

£44

£197

£410

£265

£547

Total

£970

£1,433

£8,727

£12,894

£11,636

£17,191

When planning your finances for any future years of study in Oxford beyond 2016-17, you should
allow for an estimated increase in living expenses of 2% each year.
More information about how these figures have been calculated is available at
www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/fees-and-funding/living-costs.
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