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Oxford’s engagement with Japan is broad and 
deep, dating to the arrival of our first Japanese 
students in the 19th century. Our relationship 
has developed as we have expanded our study 
of the Japanese language, history, and society; 
collaborated with excellent scientific institutions; 
educated groups of talented Japanese students, 
including the Crown Prince and Princess; 
and received major gifts from Japanese 
supporters of the University for our work. 
Our commitment to Japan is clear from the 
physical presence of our University office and 
of Oxford University Press in Tokyo.

A broad and deep 
engagement

Excellence in  
Japanese Studies
Oxford is first rate in Japanese studies: 
we are ranked as one of the top five 
departments for Japanese studies in 
the world in terms of research, and we 
are the leading institution for Japanese 
studies in Europe. The study of Japan 
at Oxford is anchored in two core 
institutions: the East Asian sub-faculty of 
the Faculty of Oriental Studies and the 
Nissan Institute of Japanese Studies. In 
its focus on Japanese language, literature, 
and history, the Faculty of Oriental 
Studies provides the essential linguistic 
and cultural foundation required for all 
study of Japan. In its study of modern 
Japan, the Nissan Institute focuses more 
on the social sciences. It hosts a cohort 
of international visitors, runs a regular 
seminar series, and has published over 
70 volumes in its Nissan Institute/
Routledge Japanese Studies Series – the 
largest Japanese studies publication 
series in the world.

Specialist courses
We are training the next generation of 
Japan-focused scholars and of citizens 
educated about Japan. With 45 students 
currently enrolled, the BA in Japanese 
is the most popular undergraduate 
programme in our Faculty of Oriental 
Studies. 

In 2007, we launched a new MSc/MPhil 
in Modern Japanese Studies that we aim 
to make into the market-leading master’s 
programme in this field. The MSc 
develops students’ knowledge of Japan 
and provides intensive language training. 
Students who successfully complete the 
MSc may progress to the second, MPhil 
year, which deepens their understanding 
of modern Japan, advances their 
appreciation of the research methods, 
and further develops their language 
skills. The MPhil prepares students not 
only for subsequent doctoral work, but 
also for a wide range of other careers. 
The MSc/MPhil complements the MSt in 
Japanese Studies, where students with a 
good first degree in Japanese specialise in 
preparation for doctoral work. 
In total, we have more than 70 students 
studying Japan at Oxford. Doctoral 
students focused on Japan can be found 
in a range of departments, including 
Oriental Studies, Economics, Social and 
Cultural Anthropology, Politics, and 
History.

Complete set of decorative  
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Recent appointments
Takehiko Kariya 
Professor of Sociology
Takehiko Kariya is the new Professor 
of Sociology, jointly appointed by 
the Department of Sociology and 
the Nissan Institute of Japanese 
Studies. He joined Oxford in 2008. 
He is highly regarded for his seminal 
work on the connection between 
class and education, which has had 
a tremendous impact on subsequent 
educational reforms in Japan. His 
academic book Education in Crisis and 
Stratified Japan and the bestselleing 
paperback Illusion of Education Reform 
are very popular. Professor Kariya 
comes to Oxford and a Fellowship 
at St Antony’s College from the 
Graduate School of Education at the 
University of Tokyo, where he will 
continue his affiliation part-time 
until the end of September 2009. 
He says, ‘I am thrilled to work at 
Oxford, especially to teach its world-
class students who come from many 
different countries.’
Sho Konishi 
University Lecturer in History
Dr Konishi is the University Lecturer 
in the History of Modern Japan in the 
Faculty of History, and a Fellow of 
St Antony’s College and the Nissan 
Institute of Japanese Studies. He 
received his PhD from the University 
of Chicago and joined Oxford in 
September 2007 from the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He 
specialises in the cultural, intellectual, 
and transnational history of Japan 
from 1700. Dr Konishi is interested in 
the development of moral, cultural, 
social, and political ideas and values 
in modern Japan in wider global and 
transnational contexts. 



Oxford has established a wide-ranging 
collaboration in bionanotechnology 
with leading Japanese research 
centres, under the auspices of the 
Bionanotechnology Interdisciplinary 
Research Centre (IRC). The programme 
includes research on molecular 
machines such as the flagellar motors 
that ‘drive’ bacteria, membrane 
proteins such as ion channels that 
establish and control the electrical 
voltage across the membranes of 
all living cells, and single-molecule 
measurement techniques such as 
atomic force microscopy that allow 
real-time molecular imaging of 
biological processes. 

Leading research groups in Physics 
and Biochemistry within Oxford work 
with groups at Kyoto, Osaka, Nagoya, 
and Kanazawa Universities. Professor 
John Ryan, who directs the IRC, has 
worked with Japanese colleagues for 
more than 30 years. He emphasises 
investing in strong personal and 
professional relationships to support 
long-term collaborations. One flagship 
project involves the NTT Corporation, 
one of Japan’s largest companies, 
which established a joint research 
programme with Oxford Physics in 
2004 to investigate the structure and 
function of neuroreceptors involved in 
learning and memory processes.

Japan scholarship and collaboration at Oxford
Studying Japan across disciplines 

Our expertise in Japan spans  
disciplines: 20 academics throughout 
the University specialise in Japan, 
working as one Japanese Studies 
community. Researchers at the Nissan 
Institute examine the diversity of 
Japanese society and the social changes 
that are accompanying economic and 
demographic shifts in the country. The 
Nissan Institute’s strength in the social 
sciences complements the Faculty 
of Oriental Studies' expertise in the 
humanities, which covers both the 
classical and modern periods of Japan. 
In March 2009, the Research Centre for 
Japanese Language and Linguistics 
was established at Oxford. The new 
Centre will serve as an umbrella for 
research and teaching activities related 
to Japanese language and linguistics 
throughout the University; provide 
information to prospective graduate 
students about this field of study; and 
coordinate a network of University and 

external members with shared research 
interests and projects. The Centre’s 
Director, Professor Bjarke Frellesvig, 
was recently awarded almost £1 
million by the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council to investigate pre-
modern Japanese syntax. The project 
brings together a number of prominent 
scholars from the UK, Japan, and 
the US, forming the largest group of 
academics currently working on pre-
modern Japanese language.
Professor Roger Goodman, Nissan 
Professor of Modern Japanese Studies 
and Head of the Social Sciences 
Division, says, ‘Japanese Studies at 
Oxford is special because it integrates 
the study of the modern and the 
pre-modern, the understanding of 
the language and the society, and the 
approaches of the humanities and 
the social sciences throughout its 
undergraduate, graduate, and research 
programmes.’

Oxford academics, students, and 
our visitors from around the 
world are fortunate to be able 
to call on tremendous resources 
related to Japan in our university 
library and museums. The 
Bodleian Japanese Library is 
housed at the Nissan Institute, 
and numbers 120,000 printed 
books – the vast majority in 
Japanese. It is the best library of 
social science material on Japan 
in Europe.
The Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford’s museum of art and 
archaeology, has one of the top 
collections of Japanese paintings 
and prints in Britain. Our 
collection of Japanese export 
porcelain is built around the 
collection of Gerald Reitlinger, 
a writer on Nazi Germany and 
art historian. Combined with 
purchases from the Jeffrey Story 
Fund for Japanese Art, it is 
perhaps the most comprehensive 
collection in the West.
There were 300 Japanese artefacts 
in the founding collection that 
General Pitt Rivers gave to 
the museum that now bears 
his name, back in 1884. They 

included everyday 
objects, such as a 
grass snow-cloak 
and a bamboo 
hairpin, and also 
a remarkable set 
of 52 masks, used 
for Noh theatrical 
performance. The 
collection today 
includes more 
than 250,000 items, 
ranging from 
Japanese children’s 
toys in the 19th 
century, through 
Samurai armour,  
and to more than  
800 netsuke.

Specialist resources

Dr Richard Berry, Dr Yoshiyuki Sowa and Dr Chien-Jung Lo (all on the right) receiving the 2007 Daiwa prize at the  
Royal Society for Anglo-Japanese collaborative research with the lab of Michio Homma in Nagoya.

Life at the nanoscale

Waterfall vase, Yasuyuki Namikawa
Cloisonné enamel with silver and 
shakudo wire. Height: 24.9 cm 
Ashmolean Museum,  

University of Oxford



Astrophysics Astrophysicists depend on large telescopes to generate 
fundamental insights about the universe. The National Astronomical 
Observatory of Japan, and its 8.3 metre Subaru Telescope in Hawai'i, are an 
important international resource. In 2008, a fibre multi-object spectrograph  
(FMOS) was installed on the Subaru Telescope to assist the study of galaxy 
evolution, dark energy, and early cosmic expansion. Oxford’s astronomical 
instrumentation group has played a leading role in the international 
collaboration that designed and made this important instrument. The first 
data from FMOS are expected in 2010.

Particle physics Physicists from Oxford 
and Japan are heavily involved in the 
creation of an electron-positron collider, the 
International Linear Collider (ILC), which 
will complement and extend the physics 
possible at the Large Hadron Collider 
at CERN. The ILC is a global design 
effort involving 40 institutions around 
the world, including the Universities of 
Oxford, Nagoya, Kyoto, Tohoku, and 
KEK, Japan’s High Energy Accelerator 
Research Organisation. More than 20 
Oxford physicists are working on the ILC 
design effort. Oxford’s links to KEK are 
particularly strong, created through projects 
such as the design of a laser wire system for 
KEK’s Accelerator Test Facility.

Plasma physics Oxford is part of a multi-institution, award-winning UK-
Japan collaboration involving the STFC Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, 
other British universities, and Osaka. Laser pulses of up to one petawatt – 
equivalent to a hundred times the entire world’s electricity production – can 
now be focused in the lab to a spot smaller than the diameter of a human hair. 
Such light pulses only last picoseconds, but produce extreme temperatures 
and pressure conditions equivalent to those found in the interior of stars, in 
supernova explosions and in laser-fusion experiments. The collaboration is 
exploring how matter behaves under such conditions.
Materials Scientists in Oxford’s Department of Materials are working with 
their counterparts at a number of Japanese institutions – Toyo, Tokyo, INSS, 
Osaka City – to investigate the properties of materials ranging from steel to 
carbon nanotubes to photovoltaic devices. Toppan, a leading printing and 
communications company, has been an important sponsor of Oxford research 
in material science. 

Japan scholarship and collaboration at Oxford
Exploring new frontiers in physics and materials

Further collaborations

1629 The Bodleian Library obtains its 
first Japanese book, a sagabon.

1873 Tomotsune Iwakura, the third 
son of Tomomi Iwakura, then 
Minister of the Right in Japan, 
arrives at Balliol College.

1890s Umeko Tsuda, later founder of 
Japan’s first private women’s 
college, studies at St Hilda’s 
College.

1909 Teaching of Japanese begins with 
the arrival of John Gubbins, who 
had previously worked in the 
diplomatic service in Japan.

1925 His Imperial Highness Prince 
Chichibu arrives at Magdalen 
College.

1957 Japanese is integrated into the 
BA in Oriental Studies. Oxford 
University Press opens an office 
in Tokyo.

1963 Japanese is taught as a single 
subject BA at Oxford.

1981 With a generous endowment 
from the Nissan Motor Co. Ltd, 
the Nissan Institute of Japanese 
Studies is established.

1983  Crown Prince Naruhito arrives at 
Merton College. 

1990 The Japanese Friends of the 
Bodleian is founded in Tokyo.

1993 The Nissan Institute building 
opens at St Antony’s College.

2001 The Nomura Centre for 
Mathematical Finance is created.

2002 The Oxford Uehiro Centre for 
Practical Ethics is established.

2007 The Nissan Institute launches a 
master’s programme in Modern 
Japanese Studies. 

2008 The Numata Chair in Buddhist 
Studies, supported by the Bukkyo 
Dendo Kyokai (The Society for 
the Promotion of Buddhism) and 
named for its founder Reverend 
Dr Yehan Numata, is created.

2009 The Research Centre for Japanese 
Language and Linguistics is 
established within the Faculty of 
Oriental Studies.

Oxford - Japan Timeline

All of our undergraduates studying 
Japanese spend the last term 
of their first year as students at 
Kwansei Gakuin University, taking 
language, history, and culture 
classes, and living with Japanese 
families. These same undergraduates 
may later spend an entire year 
in Japan, working or studying; 
Oxford regularly sends students 
to major universities in Kyoto, 
Osaka, and Tokyo and elsewhere 
in Japan. Several of our colleges 
run successful exchanges with 
Japanese universities: Wadham 

with Hiroshima; Queen’s with 
Ochanomizu; and both Hertford and 
Pembroke with Waseda.
Along with eight other research-
intensive universities, Oxford 
and the University of Tokyo are 
members of the International 
Alliance of Research Universities 
(IARU). Together, we are tackling 
major research projects, offering a 
Global Summer Programme to one 
another’s students, and taking action 
on critical university issues such as 
campus sustainability.



Strong ties to the  
Imperial Family
The University has enjoyed close links 
with the Japanese Imperial Family, dating 
to the 1920s when His Imperial Highness 
Prince Chichibu studied at Oxford.  
Five members of the Imperial Family, 
including Crown Prince Naruhito,  
Crown Princess Masako, and Prince 
Akishino, have now been educated at 
Oxford. A sixth, Princess Akiko, niece 
of the Emperor, is currently doing a 
doctorate in Oriental Studies.

Distinguished alumni
Around 800 Oxford alumni live in Japan today. Many are active in the Cambridge & 
Oxford Society of Tokyo and in the newer Oxford University Society branch in Tokyo, 
which holds a number of informal social events each year. Our distinguished alumni 
include ambassadors, politicians, business leaders, academics, journalists, and heads 
of international organisations.
 

University office, Tokyo
It is a measure of Japan’s importance to 
Oxford that it is home to one of three 
international offices of the university. 
(The others are in New York and Hong 
Kong.) Headed by Dr David Morris, 
a specialist in Japanese politics, the 
office helps to foster the university’s 
relationships in Japan.

Japanese students:  
mainly graduates

Oxford welcomed its first Japanese 
students in the nineteenth century, 
once we removed the requirement that 
members of the University had to be 

Anglican. Today, there are 113 Japanese 
citizens enrolled as students at Oxford; 
about 70 per cent of them are full-time 
graduate students. Almost half of our 
Japanese students are studying courses 
in the Social Sciences. The most popular 
courses studied by Japanese students 
include Educational Studies, Oriental 
Studies, the MBA, Mathematics, and 
English.

Scholarships for  
Japanese students
Funding is critical to attracting the very 
best students from Japan to study at 
Oxford. We are fortunate in having a 
number of Japan-specific scholarships. 
The Oxford Kobe Scholarships fully fund 
two Japanese graduate students. The 
Sasakawa Fund, created by the Japanese 
Shipbuilding Industry Foundation, 
supports two graduate students each 
year, either Japanese nationals or citizens 
of another country whose study requires 

them to spend time in Japan. The new 
Aso Scholarship, announced in 2007, 
funds graduate research students, 
preferably from Fukuoka Prefecture, to 
study at New College. 
Japanese students are also eligible for the 
Clarendon Scholarships, the University’s 
flagship scholarship scheme for 
graduate students from outside Europe, 
generously funded by Oxford University 
Press since 2001. There are currently 3 
Japanese Clarendon Scholars.

Japanese academics at Oxford
With 26 Japanese citizens among the 
University’s current academic staff, Japan 
ranks among the top 20 largest sources of 
academic talent for Oxford. The majority 
of them hold research-only posts, while 
the rest conduct both teaching and 
research. 

Japan’s presence in Oxford
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Oxford’s presence in Japan

Oxford University Press
The world’s largest university press, 
OUP is a department of the University of 
Oxford. Established in 1478, it is present 
in over 50 countries. OUP Japan has more 
than 50 employees, and specialises in 
English Language Teaching materials. A 
professionally qualified, bilingual team 
of consultants is also available to advise 
teachers on the suitability of all Oxford 
ELT materials and give teacher training 
seminars and product workshops. 
OUP Japan sponsors two teachers’ 
organisations that support English 
education: the Oxford Kids’ Club and 
Club OUP. OUP publishes a number of 
books on Japan and Japanese culture, as 
well as books and journals by Japanese 
authors and academic societies; nearly 
50 OUP titles are translated into Japanese 
every year.

His late Majesty the Emperor Showa (Emperor Hirohito) visiting 
Oxford in 1921 as reported in a local newspaper
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Japanese students at Oxford in 1915

His Imperial Highness, Prince Naruhito, Crown Prince of Japan, 
breaking the ground for the Nissan Institute of Japanese Studies 
building in 1991

Oxford's Vice-Chancellor, Dr John Hood (left) greeting guests 
during the University's 2008 visit to Tokyo


