This information is to be attached to all scripts of candidate number
…………
Candidates with Specific Learning Difficulties

This candidate has been diagnosed with a Specific Learning Difficulty (‘SpLD’ e.g. dyslexia, dyspraxia, dysgraphia, working memory deficit and attention deficit (hyperactivity) disorder (AD(H)D)). 

Please mark the script or submitted work as it stands, but indicate to yourself in your notes that the candidate has a SpLD and record any factors you consider to have a particular bearing on his or her performance. The Board will later consider what account to take of the candidate’s condition when adjudicating his or her classification.

‘Specific Learning Difficulties’ is an umbrella term given to a range of conditions which affect a person’s ability to learn. These are commonly characterised by impaired concentration and problems with information processing and recall, and may also cause difficulties with reading, writing and spelling.

Candidates with these conditions may be awarded extra time in examinations to allow them to read the examination paper slowly, consider their responses to the questions, plan out their work, and read it over at the end.

Amongst Oxford students the most common of these disorders is dyslexia, the symptoms of which include:

· omission, repetition, transposition or substitution of words or punctuation

· particular difficulty in interpreting the question

· simplified vocabulary and language structure (to avoid making errors)

· spelling and grammatical errors

· errors in sentence structure, word ordering and organisation

· poor or immature handwriting

· poor short-term memory

· particular difficulties generalising, or acquiring and applying rules

Students with dyslexia often think in non-verbal, non-linear patterns, with the result that their work may appear disjointed. It is recommended that examiners first read the work through quickly in order to obtain an initial sense of the candidate’s overall argument and understanding of the question.

Examiners should discount errors in spelling, grammar and sentence structure as these are considered to derive from the candidate’s disability (though this does not apply in examinations where to do so would compromise the academic standards of the assessment, or where fitness to practise regulations apply). This is the case regardless of whether candidates have opted to take their examinations with extra time. Where a wordprocessor is used, the spelling and grammar checks are enabled.
Examiners should not make extra allowance for remaining deficiencies in planning, content and logical argument, as this would constitute double compensation (even if extra time has not been taken). 
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