
   

   

English and Modern Languages Information Sheet for entry in 2017 

 

The English side of the course offers you a choice from a list of papers covering 

all literature written in the English language from its origins in Anglo-Saxon 

through to works produced in English-speaking countries across the world in the 

present day. The Modern Language side of the course will give you practical 

linguistic training, encourage you to think coherently about language as a subject 

of study and introduce you to an extensive and fascinating field of Western literature and thought.  

The English Faculty is the largest in the UK, and the Modern Languages Faculty is one of the largest, 

with both faculties including major scholars in all areas of the respective subjects. Students thus 

have access to a range of expert tutors. Library provision at Oxford is excellent: all students have 

access to the English Faculty Library, the Taylor Institution Library (for languages), the Bodleian 

Library and their own college libraries. 

The course is extremely flexible. In the first year you will do practical work in your chosen language 

and study a selection of important texts from its literature. On the English side, you will be 

introduced to the conceptual and technical tools used in the study of language and literature, and to 

a wide range of different critical assumptions and approaches. You will also do tutorial work on 

either early medieval, Victorian or modern literature. In the second year, a wide range of options 

opens up for you. Language work in your modern language will continue and you will study literature 

from a wide range of periods in English and in your language. The third year of the four-year course 

is spent abroad – see below for more information. On your return, you will choose from a range of 

special option papers in both English and Modern Languages, and in comparative literature. 

 

A typical weekly timetable 

Most students will have one or two tutorials a week as well as compulsory language classes. Most 

students also attend three to four lecture courses per subject. 

 

  



   

   

1st year 

Courses 

Six papers are taken: 

 Introduction to English Language and Literature 

 One period paper from single honours English 

Language and Literature 

 Two practical languages papers 

 Two literature papers in modern languages 

Assessment 

Six written papers form the First 

University Examination including a 

submitted portfolio of two essays for 

Introduction to English Language and 

Literature. 

 

All exams must be passed, but marks 

do not count towards the final 

degree. 

2nd and 4th years (3rd year is spent abroad) 

Courses 

 Three from papers 1–6 from single honours 

English Language and Literature 

 Dissertation 

 Modern Language (four papers) including: 

practical language work (two papers plus oral 

examination), a period of literature and options 

(prescribed authors and texts from the 12th to 

20th centuries, a special subject or a linguistics 

paper) 

The options listed above are illustrative and may change. 

More information about current options is available on 

the English and Modern Languages websites. 

Assessment 

Papers will be examined by extended 

essays over the course of the second 

and fourth years, or by practical and 

written examinations at the end of 

your fourth year. 

 

The University will seek to deliver each course in accordance with the descriptions set out above. 

However, there may be situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make 

changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For further information, please see 

the University’s Terms and Conditions. 

 

  

http://www.english.ox.ac.uk/prospective-undergraduates/course-structure.html
http://www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/languages


   

   

Fees  

Oxford University is committed to recruiting the best and brightest students from all backgrounds. 

We offer a generous package of financial support to Home/EU students from lower-income 

households. (UK nationals living in the UK are usually Home students.) 

 

These annual fees are for full-time students who begin this undergraduate course here in 2017. 

Fee Status Tuition fee College fee Total annual fees 

Home/EU  £9,250 £0 £9,250 

Islands 
(Channel Islands  
& Isle of Man) 

£9,250 £0 £9,250 

Overseas £15,755 £7,350 £23,105 

 

Information about how much fees and other costs may increase is set out in the University’s Terms 

and Conditions. 

 

Additional Fees and Charges Information for English and Modern Languages 

 

During the year abroad, students pay significantly reduced fees. For students who started an 

undergraduate course from 2012, who are going on their year abroad in 2017, the tuition fees are: 

 Home/EU/Islands students: £1,385 for the year. 

 International students: £7,880 for the year. 

We recommend that students begin to research their year abroad options – including the financial 

implications – as early as possible in the second year of the course. There is plenty of support, 

information and advice to help you. You may choose to work or study during your year abroad, or 

you may do both. Students undertake a range of activities while on their year abroad, some activities 

may receive a salary and thus - depending on individual choices - it is possible for the year abroad to 

be cost neutral. Actual costs (such as course fees) and living costs will vary depending on the 

destination and the activity undertaken. 

You will need to pay for living costs during the year abroad, including accommodation and travel 

expenses. Students taking part in Erasmus study exchanges will not need to pay tuition fees to other 

institutions. However, if you decide to study outside Erasmus you will be liable to pay tuition fees to 

the relevant institution. 

You may receive salary payments or grants to offset some or all of these costs. Also, if you receive 

government funding for the rest of your course, you will still be entitled to government support 

during your year abroad. Hardship funds are available from the Faculty of Medieval & Modern 

Languages for students who can demonstrate particular difficulties related to their year abroad. 

These are awarded through a termly application process.  



   

   

Living Costs 

Your living costs will vary significantly dependent on your lifestyle. These are estimated to be 

between £1,002 and £1,471 per month in 2017-18. Undergraduate courses usually consist of three 

terms of eight weeks each, but as a guide you may wish to budget over a nine-month period to 

ensure you also have sufficient funds during the holidays to meet essential costs. 

Living costs breakdown 

  Per month Total for 9 months 

  

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Food £250 £350 £2,250 £3,150 

Accommodation (including utilities) £538 £619 £4,844 £5,569 

Personal items £115 £255 £1,035 £2,295 

Social activities £40 £119 £358 £1,073 

Study costs £38 £83 £338 £743 

Other £22 £45 £196 £407 

Total £1,002 £1,471 £9,021 £13,237 
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