
 DPhil in Statistics 

Course Information Sheet for entry in 2017-18 

DPhil in Statistics 

About the course 

In the DPhil in Statistics, you will investigate a particular project in depth and 

write a thesis which makes a significant contribution to the field. You will acquire 

a wide range of research and transferable skills, as well as in-depth knowledge, 

understanding and expertise in your chosen field of research. 

The Department of Statistics in the University of Oxford is a world leader in research in probability, 

bioinformatics, mathematical genetics and statistical methodology, including computational 

statistics and machine learning. Oxford’s Mathematical Sciences submission came first in the UK on 

all criteria in the 2014 Research Excellence Framework (REF) and in 2016 the department moved to a 

newly-refurbished building in the centre of Oxford.  

Much of the department’s research is either explicitly interdisciplinary or draws its motivation from 

application areas, ranging from biology and physics to the social sciences. The department is also 

part of OxWaSP (the Oxford Warwick Statistics Programme), an EPSRC and MRC Centre for Doctoral 

Training in next-generational statistical science. 

You will be assigned a named supervisor or supervisors, who will have overall responsibility for the 

direction of your work on behalf of the department. You will have the opportunity to interact with 

fellow students and other members of your research groups, and more widely across the 

department. Typically, as a research student, you should expect to have meetings with your 

supervisor or a member of the supervisory team with a frequency of at least once every two weeks 

averaged across the year. The regularity of these meetings may be subject to variations according to 

the time of the year, and the stage that you are at in your research programme. 

There are formal assessments of progress on the research project at around 12 to 15 months and at 

around 30 to 36 months. These assessments involve the submission of written work and oral 

examination. 

The final thesis is normally submitted for examination during the fourth year and is followed by the 

viva examination.  

You will be expected to acquire transferable skills as part of your training, and to undertake a total of 

100 hours broadening training outside your specialist area. Part of that broadening training is 

obtained through APTS, the Academy for PhD Training in Statistics; this is a joint venture with a 

group of leading university statistics departments which runs four weeks of appropriate courses a 

year. You will give a research presentation or prepare a research poster each year in the 

department. 

Changes to courses 

The University will seek to deliver each course in accordance with the descriptions set out above. 

However, there may be situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make 

changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For further information, please see 

the University’s Terms and Conditions. 

Expected length of course 

3 to 4 years 
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Annual fees for entry in 2017-2018 

Fee Status Tuition fee College fee Total annual fees 

Home/EU 
(including islands) 

£4,195 £3,021 £7,216 

Overseas £19,335 £3,021 £22,356 

 

The fees shown above are the annual tuition and college fees for this course for entry in the stated 

academic year; for courses lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually 

increase annually. For details, please see our guidance on likely increases to fees and charges. 

Tuition and college fees are payable each year for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability 

is the length of time for which you are required to pay tuition and college fees). 

Graduate students who have reached the end of their standard period of fee liability may be 

required to pay a termly University and/or college continuation charge. 

The University continuation charge, per term for entry in 2017/18, is currently £455, please be 

aware that this will increase annually. 

For part-time students, the termly charge will be half of the termly rate payable by full-time 

students. 

If a college continuation charge applies (not applicable to non-matriculated courses) it is likely to be 

in the region of £100 to £400 per term. Please contact your college for more details. 

Additional cost information 

There are no compulsory elements of this programme that entail additional costs beyond fees and 

living costs.  However, please note that, depending on your choice of research topic and the 

research required to complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as travel expenses, 

research expenses, and field trips. You will need to meet these additional costs, although you may 

be able to apply for small grants from your department and/or college to help you cover some of 

these expenses. 
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Living costs 

In addition to your fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your 

living costs for the duration of your course. 

The likely living costs for 2017-18 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time 

graduate student, with no dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can 

multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in Oxford.  

 

Likely living 

costs for 1 

month 

Likely living 

costs 

for 9 months 

Likely living costs 

for 12 months 

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Lower 

range 

Upper 

range 

Food £250 £350 £2,250 £3,150 £3,000 £4,000 

Accommodation £538 £619 £4,844 £5,569 £6,459 £7,425 

Personal items £115 £255 £1,035 £2,295 £1,380 £3,060 

Social activities £40 £119 £358 £1,073 £477 £1,431 

Study costs £38 £83 £338 £743 £451 £991 

Other £22 £45 £196 £407 £261 £543 

Total £1,002 £1,471 £9,021 £13,237 £12,028 £17,649 

 

When planning your finances for any future years of study in Oxford beyond 2017-18, you should 

allow for an estimated increase in living expenses of 2% each year. 

More information about how these figures have been calculated is available at 

www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/fees-and-funding/living-costs. 
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