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Course Information Sheet for entry in 2018-19
PGDip in International Wildlife Conservation Practice

About the course
This is an eight month full-time course focusing on the global dimensions of wildlife conservation, and the survey and analysis
methods commonly used in the study of terrestrial mammals.

The Recanati-Kaplan Centre Postgraduate Diploma in International Wildlife Conservation Practice is designed to enhance the
skills of conservation practitioners by teaching eld, analytical and reporting techniques necessary for effective conservation
research and action.

The course is delivered by the Department of Zoology’s Wildlife Conservation Research Unit (WildCRU), which has been active in
conservation research and practice for more than two decades. The course is made possible by a donation from the Recanati-
Kaplan Foundation, and is jointly managed with the Department for Continuing Education.

The focus of the course is on methods commonly used in the study of large mammals, and especially carnivores, in the developing
world. The curriculum consists of modules on wildlife ecology, monitoring and survey techniques, GIS and habitat assessment,
population management and statistics, as well as two independent research projects. The mode of teaching involves lectures,
group discussions, technical practicals on the use of computer software, eld sessions and individual tutorials.

The independent research projects concentrate on the organisation, analysis and reporting of previously collected data that you
bring with you or is provided by WildCRU researchers. There is no time to undertake primary data collection in country or abroad
during the course duration. Unifying threads running through the course are the global and human dimensions of biodiversity
conservation. You will learn both the theory and practical aspects of eld techniques, so that you can con dently adopt them in
the future, as well as critically evaluate other projects.

Assessment is through the two project reports and four assignments. The project reports will be a maximum of 7,000 words, and
each worth 30% of your nal mark. The assignments will be up to 2,000 words, and each worth 10% of your nal mark. Most
module assignments will be short-answer questions, presenting data to be analysed, scienti c research to critique, a problem for
which you will design solutions, or information to be synthesised into a brief report/recommendation.

Up to eight students are accepted each year and applications are particularly welcomed from conservationists working in
economically less-developed parts of the world, for whom need-based scholarships are available. Suitable candidates are early-
career eld conservationists, working with government agencies or NGOs, who will implement and disseminate their skills to their
home countries.

Changes to courses

The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. However, there may be situations in
which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For
further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions.

Expected length of course

8 months

https://www.wildcru.org/
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Costs

Annual fees for entry in 2018-19

Fee status Tuition fee College fee Total Course fees

Home/EU 
(including Islands)

£11,405 N/A £11,405

Overseas £11,405 N/A £11,405

The fees shown above are the annual tuition fees for this course for entry in the stated academic year; for courses lasting longer
than one year, please be aware that fees will usually increase annually. Information about how much fees and other costs may
increase is set out in the University’s Terms and Conditions. College fees are not generally payable for non-matriculated courses
although a small number of courses may permit college af liation for which a charge will be made.

Tuition fees are payable each year for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length of time for which you are
required to pay tuition fees).

Additional cost information

This course is residential near Oxford, so you will need to meet your travel and accommodation costs; however, grants are available
covering fees, accommodation and travel. Please see the course page on the department's website for further details. Further, as
part of your course requirements, you may need to choose a dissertation, a project or a thesis topic. Depending on your choice of
topic and the research required to complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as travel expenses, research expenses, and

eld trips. You will need to meet these additional costs, although you may be able to apply for small grants from your department
and/or college to help you cover some of these expenses.

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/graduate/fees-and-funding/tuition-and-college-fees/fee-status
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Living costs

In addition to your tuition fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your living costs for the duration
of your course.

The likely living costs for 2018-19 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time graduate student, with no
dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in
Oxford.

  Likely living costs for 1
month

Likely living costs for 9
months

Likely living costs for 12
months

Lower range Upper range Lower range Upper range Lower range Upper range

Food £258 £361 £2,318 £3,245 £3,090 £4,326

Accommodation £536 £677 £4,824 £6,093 £6,432 £8,124

Personal items £118 £263 £1,066 £2,364 £1,421 £3,152

Social activities £41 £123 £369 £1,105 £492 £1,474

Study costs £39 £85 £348 £765 £464 £1,020

Other £22 £47 £202 £419 £269 £559

Total £1,014 £1,556 £9,127 £13,991 £12,168 £18,655

When planning your nances for any future years of study at Oxford beyond 2018-19, you should allow for an estimated increase in
living expenses of 3% each year.

More information about how these gures have been calculated is available at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/livingcosts.


