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Course Information Sheet for entry in 2023-24:

PGCert in Nanotechnology

About the course
The Postgraduate Certificate (PGCert) in Nanotechnology offers a ten-month introduction to the subject for those seeking a
thorough grounding in the science and application of nanotechnology.

The PGCert in Nanotechnology is a unique, mainly online, part-time course aimed at professionals from a diverse range of
backgrounds who wish to learn more about the foundations of nanotechnology, technological advances and the applications it
enables.

The course has been developed to introduce fundamental material essential to the understanding of nanotechnology. Its content
has been designed to enhance career development that is recognised and accepted within industry, and there are opportunities to
access cutting-edge research and current practice in a wide range of nanotechnology topics. 

The online components of this course can be taken from anywhere in the world by those seeking a solid foundation in
nanotechnology. Its modular structure provides flexibility while a tutor-led approach lends cohesion and depth to the distance
learning experience which has been tailored to enable busy people in full-time employment to study.

This flexible programme is delivered by Begbroke Science Park and the Department for Continuing Education. The online
components are delivered through a bespoke virtual learning environment, Microsoft Teams and Adobe Connect, which are
supported by a dedicated IT support helpdesk.

Course structure

The PGCert in Nanotechnology comprises three modules which present difficult concepts in an engaging way and introduce the
most commonly used and most important analytical, quantitative and experimental methods in nanotechnology. The content of
each module contains up-to-the-minute thinking and reflects the University of Oxford's world-leading research in
nanotechnology.

Each module lasts for seven to ten weeks, corresponding approximately to the University of Oxford's term calendar. The modules
are taught through a blend of independent study of online learning materials and group work which takes place during discussions
and research, as well as weekly live online tutorials. At the end of the third module you will attend a residential weekend in
nanoscale materials characterisation based at the University of Oxford’s Begbroke Science Park.

The three modules are:

The Wider Context of Nanotechnology

This module introduces the core principles and background to nanotechnology, along with the social, environmental and
regulatory contexts within which nanotechnology enterprises operate.

The Fundamental Science of Nanotechnology

This module covers the essential core principles that determine the length-scale effects that constitute nanoscale phenomena.

Fundamental Characterisation for Nanotechnology

This module provides an introduction to the characterisation techniques that can be utilised to determine the properties and the
successful production of materials and structures at the nanoscale, culminating in a weekend residential in Oxford.

Supervision

The allocation of graduate supervision for this course is the responsibility of the Begbroke Science Park and/or the Department for
Continuing Education and this role will usually be performed by the Course Director.

It is not always possible to accommodate the preferences of incoming graduate students to work with a particular member of staff.
MSc supervisors may be found outside the Begbroke Science Park and Department for Continuing Education.

Assessment
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To complete the PGCert in Nanotechnology students must:

Complete and pass three taught modules, completing a portfolio of assessments for each module (written reports, problem sheets and
presentations). All modules are compulsory.
Modules are taught online. You will also be expected to attend a Residential Weekend in Oxford at the end of Module 3.
Feedback will be provided for each written assignment submission when marks are released. Assessment is summative and weighted marks
for each assignment will  count towards your overall result for the PG Cert.

Full details of the assessment structure are included in the Course Handbook provided to on-course students

Changes to courses

The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. However, there may be situations in
which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make changes in course provision, either before or after registration. These
may include significant changes made necessary by a pandemic (including Covid-19), epidemic or local health emergency. For
further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions (http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/terms) and our page on
changes to courses (http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/coursechanges).

Expected length of course

  Part Time Only

Expected length 10 months
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Costs

Annual fees for entry in 2023-24

Fee status Annual Course fees

Home £10,255

Overseas £10,255

Information about course fees

Course fees are payable each year, for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length of time for which you are
required to pay course fees). For courses lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually increase annually.
Information about how much fees and other costs may increase is set out in the University's Terms and Conditions
(http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/terms).

Course fees cover your teaching as well as other academic services and facilities provided to support your studies. Unless specified
in the additional cost information (below), course fees do not cover your accommodation, residential costs or other living costs.
They also don’t cover any additional costs and charges that are outlined in the additional cost information.

Additional cost information

This course has residential sessions in Oxford so you will need to meet any travel and accommodation costs you may incur in
attending these sessions.
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Living costs

In addition to your course fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your living costs for the duration
of your course.

If you are studying part-time your living costs may vary depending on your personal circumstances but you must still ensure that
you will have sufficient funding to meet these costs for the duration of your course.

The likely living costs for 2023-24 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time graduate student, with no
dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in
Oxford.

Likely living costs for one month

Lower range Upper range

Food £300 £470

Accommodation £715 £860

Personal items £180 £305

Social activities £40 £90

Study costs £35 £80

Other £20 £35

Total £1,290 £1,840

Likely living costs for nine months

Lower range Upper range

Food £2,700 £4,230

Accommodation £6,435 £7,740

Personal items £1,620 £2,745

Social activities £360 £810

Study costs £315 £720

Other £180 £315

Total £11,610 £16,560

Likely living costs for twelve months

Lower range Upper range

Food £3,600 £5,640

Accommodation £8,580 £10,320

Personal items £2,160 £3,660

Social activities £480 £1,080

Study costs £420 £960

Other £240 £420

Total £15,480 £22,080

When planning your finances for any future years of study at Oxford beyond 2023-24, it is suggested that you allow for potential
increases in living expenses of 5% or more each year – although this rate may vary significantly depending on how the national
economic situation develops.

More information about how these figures have been calculated is available at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/livingcosts.

Document accessibility
If you require an accessible version of the document please contact Graduate Admissions and Recruitment by email
(graduate.admissions@admin.ox.ac.uk) or via the online form (http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/ask).


