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Course Information Sheet for entry in 2018-19
MSc + DPhil in Social Data Science

About the course
The combined multidisciplinary MSc + DPhil in Social Data Science provides the social and technical expertise needed to analyse
unstructured heterogeneous data about human behaviour, thereby informing understanding of the human world.
Social data generated digitally (from, for example, social media, communications platforms, Internet of Things (IoT) devices,
sensors/wearables, and mobile phones) offer a way to accumulate new large-scale data, in addition to existing data that have been
converted to digital formats. These data can be put to work helping us understand big issues of crucial interest to the social
sciences, industry, and policy-makers including social, economic and political behaviour, interpersonal relationships, market
design, group formation, identity, international movement, ethics and responsible ways to enhance the social value of data, and
many other topics.
The growing eld of social data science involves developing the science of these social data: creating viable datasets out of messy,
real world data; and developing the tools and techniques to analyse them to tell us something about the world, through
explanation, prediction and the testing of interventions. In this way, social data science offers a data science where the data relates
to individual and social behaviour and a social science with generation and analysis of real-time transactional data at its centre.
During your full-time MSc year, you will take a combination of core and option papers and produce a dissertation of up to 15,000
words with the support of a dissertation supervisor. The dissertation provides you the opportunity to apply the methods and
approaches you have covered in the other parts of the course and carry out a substantive piece of academic research.
Please note that the MSc component is also offered separately as the MSc in Social Data Science. Students admitted to the combined
MSc + DPhil programme will need to meet the normal admissions requirements and any conditions set to progress to the DPhil in
Social Data Science. The DPhil in Social Data Science will commence in the 2019-2020 academic year and is not currently offered
separately from the combined programme.
It is possible to study the DPhil component of the combined programme on either a full-time or part-time basis. Over the course of
the full-time DPhil component you are expected to produce an important and original piece of scholarship that will make a
signi cant contribution to the dynamic area of Social Data Science. On completion, you will have the qualities and transferable
skills necessary to excel in teaching, research, policymaking or business. The part-time version of the DPhil component has the
same high standards and requirements as the full-time version, but is spread over 6-8 years. Please visit the department website
for further details on part-time doctoral study or contact the Graduate Studies Coordinator.

Changes to courses
The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. However, there may be situations in
which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For
further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions.

Expected length of course
MSc (full time) + DPhil (full time)

10 months + 3 to 4 years
MSc (full time) + DPhil (part time)

10 months + 6 to 8 years
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Costs
Annual fees for entry in 2018-19
During the rst year of the course you will be charged tuition and college fees at the MSc in Social Data Science fee rate.
Annual MSc in Social Data Science fees for the 2018-19 academic year
Fee status

Tuition fee

College fee

Total annual fees

Home/EU

£12,670

£3,112

£15,782

£19,915

£3,112

£23,027

(including Islands)
Overseas

You may apply to study the DPhil component of the course on either a full-time or part-time basis. In each subsequent year, you
will be charged fees at the relevant DPhil fee rate for that year of study. For an indication of costs, the tables below show the
estimated annual full-time and part-time DPhil tuition and college fees for the 2019-20 academic year.
Estimated annual DPhil fees for full-time study in the 2019-20 academic year
Fee status

Estimated
tuition fee

Estimated
college fee

Total estimated
annual fees

Home/EU

c. £7,925

c. £3,236

c. £11,161

c. £19,365

c. £3,236

c. £22,601

(including Islands)
Overseas

Estimated annual DPhil fees for part-time study in the 2019-20 academic year

Fee status

Estimated
tuition fee

Estimated
college fee

Total estimated
annual fees

Home/EU

c. £3,963

c. £1,618

c. £5,581

c. £9,683

c. £1,618

c. £11,301

(including Islands)
Overseas

The fees shown above are the annual tuition and college fees for this course for entry in the stated academic year; for courses
lasting longer than one year, please be aware that fees will usually increase annually. Information about how much fees and other
costs may increase is set out in the University’s Terms and Conditions.
Tuition and college fees are payable each year for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length of time for which
you are required to pay tuition and college fees).
Graduate students who have reached the end of their standard period of fee liability may be required to pay a termly University
and/or a college continuation charge.
The University continuation charge, per term for entry in 2018-19 is £468, please be aware that this will increase annually. For
part-time students, the termly charge will be half of the termly rate payable by full-time students.
If a college continuation charge applies (not applicable for non-matriculated courses) it is likely to be in the region of £100 to £400
per term. Please contact your college for more details.

Additional cost information
MSc component

There are no compulsory elements of this course that entail additional costs beyond fees and living costs. However, as part of your
course requirements, you will need to choose dissertation, project or thesis topics. Please note that, depending on your choice of
topic and the research required to complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as travel expenses, research expenses, and
eld trips. You will need to meet these additional costs, although you may be able to apply for small grants from your department
and/or college to help you cover some of these expenses.
DPhil component (full-time study)
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There are no compulsory elements of this course that entail additional costs beyond fees (or, after fee liability ends, continuation
charges) and living costs. However, please note that, depending on your choice of research topic and the research required to
complete it, you may incur additional expenses, such as travel expenses, research expenses, and eld trips. You will need to meet
these additional costs, although you may be able to apply for small grants from your department and/or college to help you cover
some of these expenses.
DPhil component (part-time study)

Please note that you are required to attend in Oxford for a minimum of 30 days each year, and you may incur additional travel and
accommodation expenses for this. Also, depending on your choice of research topic and the research required to complete it, you
may incur further additional expenses, such as travel expenses, research expenses, and eld trips. You will need to meet these
additional costs, although you may be able to apply for small grants from your department and/or college to help you cover some of
these expenses.
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Living costs
In addition to your tuition and college fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support your living costs for
the duration of your course.
The likely living costs for 2018-19 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time graduate student, with no
dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in
Oxford.
Likely living costs for 1

Likely living costs for 9

Likely living costs for 12

month

months

months

Lower range

Upper range

Lower range

Upper range

Lower range

Upper range

Food

£258

£361

£2,318

£3,245

£3,090

£4,326

Accommodation

£536

£677

£4,824

£6,093

£6,432

£8,124

Personal items

£118

£263

£1,066

£2,364

£1,421

£3,152

Social activities

£41

£123

£369

£1,105

£492

£1,474

Study costs

£39

£85

£348

£765

£464

£1,020

Other

£22

£47

£202

£419

£269

£559

Total

£1,014

£1,556

£9,127

£13,991

£12,168

£18,655

When planning your nances for any future years of study at Oxford beyond 2018-19, you should allow for an estimated increase in
living expenses of 3% each year.
More information about how these gures have been calculated is available at www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/livingcosts.

