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History Information Sheet for entry in 2019 
 
The study of History at Oxford combines the examination of large regions over extended periods of 
time with more focused work on smaller groups, shorter periods and particular problems. It provides 
a distinctive education by developing an awareness of differing political, cultural, social and 
economic structures in past societies and their interrelationship. It combines vigorous debate over 
questions of interpretation with rigorous attention to the source materials. Its constant enrichment 
by cross-fertilisation from other disciplines leads to new questions about the past. 
 
Oxford is celebrated for the broad chronological sweep of its courses and the enormous amount of 
choice offered to students. Students can study options on any part of British and European history 
from the declining years of the Roman Empire to the present day. The geographical range is also 
broad: there are options on North American, Latin American, Asian and African history (see History 
website for further details). Students are encouraged to adopt a variety of interdisciplinary 
approaches to their work, and the faculty is strong on intellectual and cultural history options. The 
Oxford History Faculty is at the forefront of research. 
 
A typical week 
Students are expected to attend about five lectures a week during the first year, participate in 
regular meetings with tutors to discuss work, research in libraries and write at least one essay a 
week. In the second and third years students choose from an enormous variety of lectures and their 
regular tutorials are supplemented by faculty classes where they discuss work with a larger number 
of students. The thesis gives all students the opportunity to engage in a piece of independent 
research. Throughout the course, students are very much in charge of their own timetable. 
 
Tutorials are usually 2-4 students and a tutor. Class sizes may vary depending on the options you 
choose. There would usually be no more than around 12 students although the more popular classes 
may include up to 30 students. 
 
Most tutorials, classes, and lectures are delivered by staff who are tutors in their subject. Many are 
world-leading experts with years of experience in teaching and research. Some teaching may also be 
delivered by postgraduate students who are usually studying at doctorate level. 
 
To find out more about how our teaching year is structured, visit our Academic Year page. 
  

http://www.history.ox.ac.uk/undergraduate-admissions
http://www.history.ox.ac.uk/undergraduate-admissions
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/academic-year
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Course structure 

1st year 

Courses 
Four courses are taken: 

 History of the British Isles 

 European and world history 

 Historical methods (choice of Approaches to history; 
Historiography: Tacitus to Weber; Quantification; one 
of several foreign text papers) 

 Optional subject (choice of around 20 including: 
Theories of the state; Making England Protestant, 
1558–1642; The rise and crises of European socialisms, 
1881–1921; Radicalism in Britain, 1965–75) 

Assessment 
First University examinations: 
Four written papers 

2nd and 3rd years 

Courses 
Six courses are taken: 

 History of the British Isles 

 European and world history 

 Further subject (choice of about 35, including: China 
since 1900; The Near East in the age of Justinian and 
Muhammad, c527–700; The Middle East in the age of 
empire, 1830–1971; The authority of nature: Race, 
heredity and crime, 1800–1940; Culture, politics and 
identity in Cold War Europe 1945–68; Britain at the 
movies: Film and national identity since 1914) 

 Special subject: a paper and an extended essay (choice 
of about 30, including: The Norman conquest of 
England; Politics, art and culture in the Italian 
Renaissance, Venice and Florence c1475–1525; The 
Scientific Movement in the 17th century; English 
architecture, 1660–1720; Race, religion and resistance 
in the US, from Jim Crow to Civil Rights; Britain in the 
seventies; Terror and forced labour in Stalin’s Russia; 
From Gandhi to the Green Revolution: India, 
independence and modernity, 1947–73; Nazi 
Germany, a racial order, 1933–45; The Northern 
Ireland troubles, 1965–85) 

 Disciplines of history 

 Thesis 
For the latest information on all course details and options see 
the History website. 

Assessment 
Final University 
examinations: Four written 
papers; one portfolio of 
submitted essays; one 
extended essay; one thesis; 
an additional thesis may be 
offered 
Some essays are submitted in 
year 2. 

 
The University will seek to deliver each course in accordance with the descriptions set out above. 
However, there may be situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make 
changes in course provision, either before or after registration. For further information, please see 
the University’s Terms and Conditions. 
 

http://www.history.ox.ac.uk/undergraduate-admissions
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Fees 
These annual fees are for full-time students who begin this undergraduate course here in 2019. 
 

Fee status Annual Course fees 

Home/EU £9,250 

Islands 
(Channel Islands & Isle of Man) 

£9,250 

Overseas £26,235 

 
Information about how much fees and other costs may increase is set out in the University’s Terms 
and Conditions. 
 
Additional Fees and Charges Information for History 
There are no compulsory costs for this course beyond the fees shown above and your living costs. 
 
Living costs  
Your living costs will vary significantly dependent on your lifestyle. These are estimated to be 
between £1,058 and £1,643 per month in 2019-20. Each year of an undergraduate course usually 
consists of three terms of eight weeks each but you may need to be in Oxford for longer. As a guide 
you may wish to budget over a nine-month period to ensure you also have sufficient funds during 
the holidays to meet essential costs.  

 

In order to provide these likely living costs, the University and the Oxford University Students’ Union 
conducted a living costs survey to complement existing student expenditure data from a variety of 
sources including the UK government's Student Income and Expenditure Survey and the National 
Union of Students (NUS). The likely lower and upper ranges above are based on a single student with 
no dependants living in college accommodation (including utility bills) and are provided for 

information only. When planning your finances for future years of study at Oxford beyond 
2019-20, you should allow for an estimated increase in living expenses of 3% each year.   

  
  

Per month Total for 9 months 

Lower range Upper range Lower range Upper range 

Food £265 £371 £2,387 £3,342 

Accommodation (including utilities) £566 £739 £5,093 £6,655 

Personal items £122 £271 £1,098 £2,435 

Social activities £42 £126 £380 £1,138 

Study costs £40 £88 £359 £788 

Other £23 £48 £208 £432 

Total £1,058 £1,643 £9,525 £14,790 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/fees-and-funding

