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Course Information Sheet for entry in 2023-24 

Master of Business Administration (MBA) 
About the course 
Our one-year, full-time MBA will provide you with a solid foundation in the core business principles 
needed for a successful and purposeful career. 

The Oxford MBA is an intense programme designed to empower you to lead with purpose. 
Commencing in September, you will experience an exciting launch period helping you to get to know 
your fellow classmates, assimilate into life at Oxford Saïd, and begin learning fundamental leadership 
skills. 

Following the wider University of Oxford’s three-term structure, the Oxford MBA year is divided into 
modules, allowing you to focus on your core courses and chosen electives. Our curriculum has been 
developed to incorporate and prepare you for the world-scale challenges shaping today’s business 
environment. 

Course outline 
Prior to their arrival, students have access to preparatory materials through the MBA Portal. The 
programme formally begins in Mid-September, typically the 3rd week of the month with the MBA 
Launch (orientation). Launch consists of two weeks of introductory and onboarding activities, 
including contributions from the Career Development Centre and our faculty. 

There are nine core courses, six of which are taught in the first term and three in the second term.  
In addition to core courses, students take one integrative module and two projects. GOTO (Global 
Opportunities and Threats: Oxford) is taken during the second term and the Entrepreneurship 
Project is undertaken in both the second and third terms. 

During the programme, students take a total of eight elective credits. One of these is a Core+ 
elective, selected from a curated set offered in the second term. They then choose five electives to 
complete during the third term. A final two elective credits are completed over the summer, either 
through regular electives, a Strategic Consulting Project, or an Internship for Credit. 

Core courses 
The goal of these core courses is to provide a breadth and depth of knowledge that will allow you to 
approach the core fundamentals of business with confidence and understanding. 

You will be immersed in fundamental business principles, from accounting to marketing and from 
strategy to organisational behaviour. These core foundations of business incorporate cross-cutting 
themes relating to the world-scale challenges shaping today’s business environment: 
Entrepreneurship and Global Rules of the Game. You will explore these themes further in dedicated 
courses throughout your year. Our core courses combine a mix of case studies, practical learning, 
and real-world applications, empowering you to go on and become a global leader: 

• Accounting  
• Analytics  
• Business Finance  
• Capitalism in Debate 
• Firms and Markets  
• Marketing  
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• Organisational Behaviour 
• Strategy 
• Technology and Operations Management 

Integrative module 
Our MBA programme is built around a cross-cutting theme that relates to the world-scale challenges 
shaping today's business environment. You will be able to experience how this resonates within 
other parts of the programme. 

Cross-cutting theme: Global rules of the game 

During the University terms, you will be able to experience how this theme resonates within other 
parts of the programme and with guest-speakers, non-programme events and student-run 
conferences and competitions. Global Rules of the Game looks at the rules, norms and laws that 
shape the global economy, including international institutions and agreements as well as differences 
and disputes across countries that influence or constrain business opportunities. 

Topics include: 

• Trade and tax laws 
• Intellectual property laws 
• Anti-corruption agreements and national laws 
• Trade agreements 
• Climate change agreements 

Entrepreneurship Project 
(Taken during the second and third terms) 

By completing the entrepreneurship project, you will develop a complete business plan and present 
it to a panel of invited venture capitalists and other practitioners. 

Your project will be chosen by you, but by way of example, recent projects have included: 

• simplifying technologies for the developmentally challenged 
• the development of a hedge fund 
• the commercialisation of a technology for conditioning household furnishings 
• a consultancy firm providing technical safety management expertise to the Chinese mining 

industry. 

Global Opportunities and Threats: Oxford (GOTO) 
(Taken during the second term) 

An action-oriented problem-solving community geared towards addressing some of the most 
complex issues that the world faces today. 

GOTO, a course unique to Oxford that all MBA students will take in the second term, provides 
students with two critical things:  

1. Access to Oxford’s most famous pedagogic institution: the tutorial. Oxford tutorials have 
sharpened students’ thinking, analysis, critique of evidence and powers of persuasion for 
centuries.  

2. Allows a critical analysis of the global opportunities and threats that will be, or already are, 
part of the business landscape for the coming few years. 
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Elective courses 
Core + (taken in the second term) 

Five electives (taken during the third term) 

Two further electives (taken during the summer) 

We offer you the opportunity to choose from a wide range of subjects which allows you to 
personalise your MBA experience. Courses are often taught by academics and industry practitioners 
working in partnership to ensure that cutting edge research is combined with relevant real-life 
application. 

Expand on the fundamental business principles learned in your core courses by focusing on areas of 
business and society relevant to your goals and interests. Whether you want to focus on private 
equity or business strategy for your career post-MBA, or you’re simply interested in learning more 
about Artificial Intelligence & Advanced Analytics in Marketing, Advertising & Retail, our extensive 
catalogue of electives has something for everyone. 

Examples of electives available to Oxford MBA candidates in previous years include: 

• Artificial Intelligence & Advanced Analytics in Marketing 
• Advertising & Retail 
• Corporate Turnaround & Business Transformation 
• Corporate Valuation 
• Entrepreneurial Finance Project 
• Financial Crises and Risk Management 
• Global Strategy 
• Global Sustainable Business 
• Impact Investing 
• Leadership Perspectives from the Humanities 
• Mergers, Acquisitions & Restructuring 
• Negotiations 
• Political Economy for Business Leaders 
• Project Management 
• Regenerative and Circular Economy: How to do Business in a Climate Emergency 
• Reputation and Leadership 
• Strategy & Innovation 
• Supply Chain Management 
• The Nature of the Corporation 
• Trust in the Digital Age 

International electives include: 

• Growth Prospects and Opportunities for Business in Africa 
• Fintech: Present and Future: London 

*Electives on offer are subject to change from year to year depending on demand. 
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Internship 
As an MBA student, you have the option to source and undertake a summer internship for credit 
towards your MBA. As an intern, you can develop knowledge and competencies related directly to 
your career goal and potentially secure a full-time job offer.  

Strategic consulting project 
Working in teams of three to five, you can choose to undertake a six-week project for a corporate 
sponsor. Projects take place all over the world and for all kinds of companies. Teams have worked 
with a wide range of companies, charities, non-profits, and start-ups. You might find your team 
assessing the business case for a new product, creating fully implementable sustainable energy 
solutions, or sizing up potential strategic acquisitions for a corporate sponsor. You might be on a 
mission to develop social entrepreneurship in East Africa or formulate a strategy for penetrating the 
Chinese market. 

Supervision 

All graduate students are assigned an academic supervisor by the Saïd Business School to oversee 
your academic progression. Your supervisor will oversee your progress but will normally only 
intervene if you are having problems with your studies and/or exams. 

Assessment 
The assessment regime is a combination of final examinations, group and individual assignments, 
presentations, and class participation assessment. Teachers seek to tailor assessment methods to 
achieve desired learning outcomes most effectively. Assessment may be performed during, and at 
the end of each course. 

Integration of knowledge across functional areas is made possible by courses such as GOTO, Global 
Rules of the Game (the integrative module), and the Entrepreneurship Project, which enables 
students to draw on learning from across the programme. 

You will be required to make regular presentations to teachers, examiners, and business 
practitioners, and, in some courses, these will be a formal part of the assessment. 

Changes to courses 
The University will seek to deliver this course in accordance with the description set out above. 
However, there may be situations in which it is desirable or necessary for the University to make 
changes in course provision, either before or after registration. These may include significant 
changes made necessary by a pandemic (including Covid-19), epidemic or local health emergency. 

For further information, please see the University's Terms and Conditions 
(http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/terms) and our page on changes to courses 
(http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/coursechanges). 

Expected length of course 

i) Table showing expected course length and mode of study offered 

 Full Time Only 

Expected length 12 months 
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Costs 

Annual Course Fees for entry in 2023-24 

ii) Table showing Annual Course Fees for entry in 2023-24 

Fee status Annual Course fees 

Home £71,440 
Overseas £71,440 

Information about course fees 
Course fees are payable each year, for the duration of your fee liability (your fee liability is the length 
of time for which you are required to pay course fees). For courses lasting longer than one year, 
please be aware that fees will usually increase annually. 

Information about how much fees and other costs may increase is set out in the University's Terms 
and Conditions (http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/terms). 

Course fees cover your teaching as well as other academic services and facilities provided to support 
your studies. Unless specified in the additional cost information (below), course fees do not cover 
your accommodation, residential costs or other living costs. They also don’t cover any additional 
costs and charges that are outlined in the additional cost information. 

Deposits 
If your application is successful, you will be asked to pay a deposit against your course fees at the 
application stage as a condition of your offer. The deposit amount and date by which payment must 
be made are shown below. 

iii) Table showing deposit amount and date when it must be paid 

Amount of deposit Date by which deposit must be paid 

£9,200 Approximately 30 days after an offer is made (Stage 4 
candidates have only 2 weeks after an offer is made) 

Additional cost information 
There are currently two elective overseas modules, for which students cover the cost of travel and 
accommodation. The school will bear the general cost for teaching provisions such as conference 
facilities hire and any networking events. In addition, students may undertake student-led 'treks' to 
overseas companies or similar, with a view to understanding what it is like to do business in different 
geographic locations. Students meet potential recruiters and alumni of the school in professional 
settings and for informal social events. The number of treks undertaken by students is at their 
discretion and they are entirely optional. Students cover their own costs, which can differ markedly 
based on the geography visited and the duration. Please note that this course requires that you are 
primarily taught in Oxford, and you will need to incur travel and accommodation costs to attend the 
course if you do not live in the Oxford area. 
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Living costs 
In addition to your course fees, you will need to ensure that you have adequate funds to support 
your living costs for the duration of your course. 

If you are studying part-time your living costs may vary depending on your personal circumstances 
but you must still ensure that you will have sufficient funding to meet these costs for the duration of 
your course. 

The likely living costs for 2023-24 are published below. These costs are based on a single, full-time 
graduate student, with no dependants, living in Oxford. We provide the cost per month so you can 
multiply up by the number of months you expect to live in Oxford. 

Table iv) Likely living costs for one month 

 Lower range Upper range 
Food £300 £470 

Accommodation £715 £860 

Personal items £180 £305 

Social activities £40 £90 

Study costs £35 £80 

Other £20 £35 

Total £1,290 £1,840 

Table v) Likely living costs for nine months 

 Lower range Upper range 
Food £2,700 £4,230 

Accommodation £6,435 £7,740 

Personal items £1,620 £2,745 

Social activities £360 £810 

Study costs £315 £720 

Other £180 £315 

Total £11,610 £16,560 

Table vi) Likely living costs for twelve months 

 Lower range Upper range 
Food £3,600 £5,640 

Accommodation £8,580 £10,320 

Personal items £2,160 £3,660 

Social activities £480 £1,080 

Study costs £420 £960 

Other £240 £420 

Total £15,480 £22,080 
 

Document accessibility 
If you require an accessible version of the document please contact Graduate Admissions and 
Recruitment by email (graduate.admissions@admin.ox.ac.uk) or via the online form 
(http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/ask). 

mailto:graduate.admissions@admin.ox.ac.uk
http://www.graduate.ox.ac.uk/ask
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