
 

 

 

 

Teachers’ and Careers Advisors’ Conference 

Tuesday 23rd June 2015 

St Hilda’s College, Oxford 

 

 

09:30-10:00 Arrival and registration 
Delegates will also have the chance to visit the marketplace to meet representatives from each of the 

partner universities and browse information on support and activities available for schools and students. 

 

10:00-10:10 Welcome 
 Alison Matthews, Deputy Director of Undergraduate Admissions, University of Oxford 

 

10:10-10:40 Study Higher: what is it and how can it work for you? 
 Lucinda Morton and Katie Osmon, Study Higher 

 

10:45-11:30 Workshop one 
 Delegates to select one of the three workshop options outlined below 

 

11:35-12:20 Workshop two 
 Delegates to select one of the three workshop options outlined below 

 

12:20-13:10 Networking lunch 
A sit down lunch and chance to network with other attendees. Lunch will be provided by St Hilda’s College. 

Representatives from each of the partner universities will be available to speak to about opportunities 

available at their institution.  

 

13:15-14.00 Workshop three 
 Delegates to select one of the three workshop options outlined below 

 

14:05-14:45 Panel discussion: Higher Education in the wake of the General Election 
Bucks New University, Alison Matthews – Deputy Director of Undergraduate Admissions, University of 

Oxford, Anne Gwinnett – Director of Corporate Affairs, Oxford Brookes University and the University of 

Reading 

 

14:45-15:00 Closing Session 
 Summary, prize-draw and close 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Opening Session 10:00 

Study Higher: what is it and how can it work for you? 

Lucinda Morton, Study Higher Network Manager and Katie Osmon, Study Higher Liaison Officer 

The Study Higher initiative was established in 2011 with an aim to offer students in targeted schools a wide range of 

activities to highlight the opportunities that higher education can provide.  As part of the new HEFCE-funded National 

Networks for Collaborative Outreach (NNCO), Study Higher has been successful in its bid to receive funds to enhance its 

network.  This talk gives an overview of the NNCO scheme and what it means for Study Higher. 

 

Workshop One 10:45 - 11:30 

How can University Careers and Employability Services help you and your students? 

Lucy Hawkins, University of Oxford Careers Service 
This interactive session will offer an insight into how university careers and employability services can support your work to 

promote progression to higher education.  It will also offer an insight into graduate destinations and employment data 

relevant to key study areas. 

 

Why should your students consider a Foundation Degree? 

Georgina Smith, Oxford Brookes University and Alan Clark, Bucks New University 

This talk gives an overview to an increasingly popular alternative route through higher education by studying for a degree 

level qualification whilst gaining relevant valuable work experience.  Representatives from Oxford Brookes University and 

Bucks New University speak about the benefits of Foundation degrees and options available locally. 

 

Applying to Oxbridge: Myth-busting and Supporting Students 

Ellie Rendle, Trinity College Outreach and Admissions Officer, University of Oxford 
This talk is an opportunity to debunk the myths surrounding the application process, for teachers or careers advisors 

looking to support students who may be making applications to Oxford and Cambridge. 

 

Workshop Two 11:35 - 12:20 

Hints and Tips for a Successful Personal Statement 

Elizabeth Pate, Bucks New University and Oxford Brookes University 

As well as providing an overview to the UCAS process, this session offers information about what universities are looking 

for applicants within a personal statement. 

 

The Current Labour Market  

Richard Byard, Service Manager Economy & Skills, Oxfordshire County Council 
This talk gives delegates an insight into the labour market at a local level by both identifying career trends and providing an 

overview of information about work opportunities available for young people. 

Supporting Looked After Children in Education 

Penny Todd, Head of Virtual School for Looked After Children, Buckinghamshire 

This session will touch on what makes education for care-leavers difficult post-16, and what the Virtual School and partner 

agencies do to support them more effectively.  



 

 

 

Workshop Three 13:15 – 14:00 

Supporting Young Carers to Achieve their Potential 

Verity O'Hara, Development Worker, Oxfordshire County Council Young Carers Team 

An interactive and informative workshop looking at the barriers of young carers in achieving their academic potential and 

ways to support young carers in your school setting. The workshop will also focus on tools and support mechanics for 

young carers in schools and how to support them through transitional periods of school life and further education, training 

and or employment. 

Understanding Apprenticeships 

Aoife Roughneen, City Deals Skills Officer for Oxfordshire Apprenticeships, Oxfordshire County Council 

This workshop will show live vacancies and websites for apprenticeships – both national and local, and provide advice on 

how to apply and support students in applying for apprenticeships. It will feature information on how to contact employers 

and good places to start for foundation level students and/or more academically able students. 

 

Education Reforms and the Impact on University Admissions 

Dr Samina Khan, Director of Undergraduate Admissions and Outreach, University of Oxford 
Dr Samina Khan, Director of UAO will give an overview of the reforms to A-levels and the impact on admissions to 

University. 

Panel Session 14:05 – 14:45 

Higher Education in the wake of the General Election 
Alison Matthews – Deputy Director of Undergraduate Admissions, University of Oxford, Anne Gwinnett – Director of 

Corporate Affairs, Oxford Brookes University and representatives from Bucks New University and the University of Reading 

 

Closing Session and Prize Draw 14:45 – 15:00 
Give feedback on your experiences throughout the day and find out if you’ve won one of three great prizes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


