
Dr Nic Cheeseman, Hugh Price Fellow in African 
Politics, has advised the UK government and World 
Bank on free and fair elections in Kenya and Zambia

Electoral violence is the scourge of democracy 
– especially in countries whose embrace of 
democracy is transitional at best, fragile at worst. 
But research undertaken by Dr Nic Cheeseman 
of Jesus College has helped international donors 
understand how they can best reduce the 
likelihood of violence in African elections. So, 
too, has it played a key role in fostering free and 
fair elections, enabling the UK government to 
promote democracy abroad and African nations to 
operate in a more transparent and peaceful way.

Dr Cheeseman, Hugh Price Fellow in African 
Politics, has worked in the field of comparative 
politics – with a focus on sub-Saharan Africa and 
the process of democratization – since 2008. 
His research has been animated by two core 
preoccupations: how elections lead to violence, 

and how political systems can be designed to 
promote more accountable, responsive and 
effective government. 

Widely published, in the Daily Nation (East and 
Central Africa’s highest-selling newspaper), 
academic journals and other media including 
radio and television, Dr Cheeseman is known 
as a leading authority on the complex issues 
underpinning African politics. His analysis of the 
conditions under which politics becomes more 
‘programmatic’ and policy-based is informed by 
direct experience and analysis. Many of his other 
findings – for example, with regard to violence 
and patronage in Kenya – have not only been 
critically acclaimed but have made a tangible 
difference on the ground.
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In Kenya, Dr Cheeseman’s research shaped the UK 
government’s approach to the country’s 2013 
elections. Dr Cheeseman led a team of academics 
in an ‘Early Warning and Long-term Monitoring’ 
Project for the Department for International 
Development (DfID), Foreign Office and Ministry 
of Defence, which, by identifying potential new 
locations of conflict and electoral malpractice 
helped the UK government to anticipate violence 
and design interventions accordingly. Prior to this, 
Dr Cheeseman’s work had already helped shape 
the findings of the Kriegler Commission, whose 
report on the controversial elections of 2007 
led to the restructuring of the Kenyan electoral 
commission. 

In Zambia, Dr Cheeseman’s advice again made 
a contribution to the struggle for democracy. 
A number of his proposals were adopted by 
DfID, including creating scorecards of MPs’ 
performances, funding community radio, and 
promoting investigative journalism, the effect of 
which will be to provide improved information 
about politicians and the political process to 
voters so that they can hold their representatives 
accountable. He also provided advice to the World 
Bank on how to engage most effectively with the 
new government. 

Routledge Handbook ofAfrican Politics
Edited by Nic Cheeseman, David M. Anderson
and Andrea Scheibler

Providing a comprehensive and cutting-edge examination of this important continent, the 

Routledge Handbook of African Politics surveys the key debates and controversies, dealing 

with each of the major issues to be found in Africa’s politics today. 
Structured into six broad areas, the Handbook features over 30 contributions focused around:

• The state • Identity 
• Conflict 
• Democracy and electoral politics 
• Political economy and development 
• International relations

Each chapter deals with a specific topic, providing an overview of the main arguments and 

theories and explaining the empirical evidence on which they are based, drawing on high-

profile cases such as the Democratic Republic of Congo, Kenya, Nigeria, Somalia, South 

Africa, Rwanda, and Zimbabwe. The Handbook also contains new contributions on a wide 

range of topical issues, including terrorism, the growing influence of China, civil war, and 

transitional justice, making it required reading for non-specialists and experts alike.

Featuring both established scholars and emerging researchers, this is a vital resource for all 

students of African Studies, democratization, conflict resolution, and Third World politics.

Nic Cheeseman is University Lecturer in African Politics at the University of Oxford, joint editor 

of African Affairs, and founder of www.democracyinafrica.co.uk.

David M. Anderson is Professor of African Politics at the University of Oxford, and a Fellow of 

St Cross College.
Andrea Scheibler is a DPhil candidate in African History at the University of Oxford, and a 

member of St Hugh’s College.
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Dr Cheeseman continues to help promote 
democracy in Africa and, having pioneered the 
use of academics to provide long-term election 
monitoring in Kenya, has been asked by the United 
Nations Development Programme to lead a similar 
project to cover the Nigerian elections of 2015. 

‘During this work [on the Kriegler Commission] 
it was very useful for me – but also for the 
Commission Chair, Judge Johann Kriegler – to 
have access to the special issue of the Journal of 
Eastern African Studies of which Dr Cheeseman 
was a guest editor. The content of this issue 
of the journal contributed substantially to 
our understanding of the entire situation … 
and helped us to formulate some of the many 
complicated questions we had to look into.’  
Jorgen Elklitt, the Secretary of the Kriegler Commission


