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Week 0 - Hilary term 2015  

Student News is emailed to you fortnightly during term from Week 0 and contains key 
information, including deadlines, reminders and events from the central University. 
Further information is available from the Oxford Students website. 

 
  

   

  
 

Oxford ranked number one in the UK for the quality 
of its research  

The official UK-wide assessment of all university research, the Research Excellence 
Framework, found that the University has the country's largest volume of world-
leading research. The University also ranked first in 12 subjects for volume of world-
leading research. The top-ranked subjects covered all four of the University's 
academic divisions – medical sciences, mathematical, physical and life sciences, social 
sciences and the humanities. Find out more about the REF results. 

Wadham Graduate Scholarship for Disabled Students  

This new scholarship aims to encourage outstanding students with disabilities to 
apply to Oxford. Applicants must be applying for a new master’s course within the 
range accepted by Wadham College. There is no separate application process for this 
scholarship; all eligible applicants who have submitted an application by the January 
graduate application deadlines will be automatically considered. Visit the scholarship 
profile page for more information. 
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Student Self Service opened 6 January 2015  

The upgraded Student Self Service opened at 9:00 on Tuesday 6 January 2015, and 
can be accessed via the Oxford Students website. If you have been invited to book 
your degree ceremony, you may make or change your booking up to 31 January 2015. 
After this date you can only amend your attendance to in absentia or cancel your 
booking. 

Registration deadline for Hilary term students  

Hilary term course students are required to complete their annual University 
registration by Friday 23 January (Week 1 of term). Registering using Student Self 
Service ensures that you gain/maintain access to all University facilities and services 
and that your UK Student Loan is released (where applicable). If you are required to 
register in Hilary term you will have received an email with instructions. A guide to 
registration is available on the Oxford Students website. 

Examination entry in Hilary term 2015 is changing  

Examination entry will be changing in Hilary term from paper entry forms posted to 
your college to an online process using Student Self Service. Students who will need 
to enter for examinations and assessments in Hilary term online will receive an email 
over the next couple of weeks with an invitation to login to Student Self Service to 
complete their examination entry. Further information is available on the Oxford 
Students website. Examination entry and provisional start dates are also available on 
this site. 

Research degrees final submission date  

Research degree students whose final submission date falls at the end of Michaelmas 
term are advised to submit their thesis before 17:00 on Friday 16 January. Please see 
form GSO20a on the Oxford Students website for full details of the submission 
process. 

Deadline for applying for alternative examination 
arrangements  

The deadline for applying for alternative arrangements for examinations taking place 
in Trinity term 2015 is Friday 13 February 2015. Please discuss your requirements, 
including any adjustments previously made to your examination sittings (for example 
at school) with your college, through whom applications must be submitted. 
Alternative arrangements for reasons of disability, medical condition or for religious 
observances may include extra time, use of a computer, sitting in college and 
adjustments to seats, or scheduling at a specific time of day. Your approved 
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alternative examination arrangements can be checked in Student Self Service. More 
information is available on the Oxford Students website. 

Past examination papers available online  

Students preparing for forthcoming examinations are reminded that past examination 
papers are available online via OXAM. Information about preparing for and sitting 
examinations is available on the Oxford Students website. 

Student loan phishing scam  

Please be aware of a phishing scam email requesting students verify the details of 
their account with the Student Loans Company (SLC). Students are reminded that the 
SLC will never ask you to disclose personal information via email or text and you 
should be suspicious of any requests for personal or financial information. Advice can 
be found on the SLC website. 

Apply to the Oxford University Internship 
Programme 2015  

The Internship Programme (OUIP) offers hundreds of summer research and 
professional experiences for matriculated Oxford students. Opportunities are 
available in more than 40 countries worldwide and in a range of sectors, designed to 
help you clarify career goals, gain work experience and provide a unique opportunity 
to explore a new culture. Visit CareerConnect, the Internship Office blog or sign up to 
receive the Internship Programme email alert. 

Find out more about a career abroad  

With speakers and exhibitors covering international development, governmental 
careers, policy, law, academia, business, internships, and more - International Careers 
Day is one of the biggest careers fairs in Oxford. Taking place from 11:00 to 15:00 on 
Saturday 24 January at the Examination Schools, you are invited to meet 
representatives of the UN system, the EU and NGOs, talk to exhibiting organisations 
and hear from panellists at a range of careers talks. Visit the Careers Service website. 

Revised University harassment policy  

The Director of Student Welfare and Support Services is the first point of support for 
any student who feels that they have been harassed as well as those who have been 
accused of harassment. This change has been introduced in the University’s updated 
policy and revised procedures on harassment, which include: a revised full procedure 
for student complaints of harassment against other students and staff; additional 
guidance in cases of potentially criminal misconduct; new guidance for staff on 
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handling cases, including those of sexual assault or sexual violence; and a greater 
clarity on confidentiality in harassment cases. Visit the Oxford Students website to 
view the revised policy and procedures. 

Transcription typist and invigilator paid work  

The Examination Services team is looking for reliable, conscientious individuals to add 
to their register of typists and invigilators for examination transcription sessions. 
Typists must possess accurate typing skills with a minimum speed of 60wpm and be 
familiar with Microsoft Word. The work is on a casual basis throughout the year, with 
sessions lasting between 1 hour and 4hrs 15 mins, for which the basic rate of pay is 
£10.00 per hour (including holiday pay) for both invigilator and typist. Email any 
questions or a letter of application and CV to Examination Services by Friday 30 
January 2015. Applicants must be at least in their third year of graduate study. 

Student IT Innovation Fund launched  

Entries are open for the annual Student IT Innovation Fund, which supports and funds 
innovative projects that will enhance the student experience at Oxford through digital 
means. Successful projects will run for eight weeks in the long vacation, can consist of 
a team of any size, but can cost no more than £20,000 in total. Projects may go on to 
become full services or picked up by Isis Innovation to assess spin out opportunities. 
For more information and details about how to apply by Saturday 14 February, visit 
the IT Innovation Fund webpage. 

Postdoctoral research grants to study at ULB  

The Philippe Wiener-Maurice Anspach Foundation is offering awards to postdoctoral 
research students interested in conducting research in any department at the 
Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB) for up to one year. A grant will be provided and 
part of the laboratory and registration fees could also be covered. Further 
information and an application form is available on the Wiener-Anspach webpage. 
The deadline is Friday 27 March 2015. 
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