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Week 6 - Michaelmas term 2014  

Student News is emailed to you fortnightly during term from Week 0 and contains key 
information, including deadlines, reminders and events from the central University. 
Further information is available from the Oxford Students website. 

 
  

   

 

 

Applying for alternative examination arrangements 
for religious observances  

If your examination timetable includes clashes with religious observances which you 
wish to uphold, you can apply to the University for an adjustment to your timetable 
under Part 12 of the Examination Regulations. To make an application you should 
speak to your College Office (or department if you do not have a college) by the end 
of Michaelmas term 2014 so that your timetable can be considered for adjustment. 
Find more information about examinations and specific religious observances on the 
Oxford Students website. 

The Student Barometer: Make your voice heard  

You have the opportunity to have your say about life at Oxford through the national 
Student Barometer survey. To give your feedback, please follow the link emailed to 
your University inbox, courtesy of Vice Chancellor Andrew Hamilton. Your views will 
be used by colleges, departments, faculties and central University services to identify 
strengths and weaknesses and put in place changes to help improve your experience 
at Oxford. To see improvements made following past student feedback, visit the 
Oxford Students website. 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/latestnews/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/students
http://tiny.cc/pgExamGuidance2
http://tiny.cc/pgBarometer
http://www.twitter.com/UniofOxfordSI


The Springboard Programme for female students  

Make the most of your opportunities at university and beyond, boost your 
confidence, and reach your aspirations - by participating in Springboard. Developed 
from an award-winning programme for professional women, the Careers Service runs 
two Springboard programmes in Week 9 of Michaelmas term - one for 
undergraduates and one for master’s students. Find out more, and sign up by the end 
of Week 6, on the Careers Service website. 

Providing support for disabled students  

Responsibility for meeting the needs of disabled students is shared across the 
collegiate University. The particular roles and responsibilities are identified in the 
‘Common framework for supporting disabled students’, put in place in recognition of 
the growing number of students who declare a disability, as well as the complexity of 
the disabilities being reported. The framework sets out the principles that underpin 
the procedures for supporting disabled students, and aims to improve the sharing of 
information, clarity of roles and responsibilities, and the consistency of provision. Visit 
the Oxford Students website. 

GSS student reporting opens in Week 6  

Student reporting for Michaelmas term will be open in the Graduate Supervision 
System (GSS) from Monday 17 November to Friday 28 November. This is your 
opportunity to contribute to your termly supervision reports by reviewing and 
commenting on your own academic progress. You should also check that the details 
displayed are correct and inform your college (for College Advisor amendments) or 
the relevant Graduate Studies Assistant with any changes. Supervisor reporting will 
open from Monday 1 December and you will be notified by email when your report is 
ready to view. 

Research Excellence Framework (REF) 2014 results  

The Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) will be releasing the 
results of REF2014 on its website on 18 December 2014, comprising the overall 
quality profile for each submission. Each will present the proportions of research 
activity judged to have met each of the quality levels from 4* to unclassified, together 
with the full time equivalent number of Category A staff included in each submission. 
This information will be listed by both unit of assessment and higher education 
institute. Submissions will be published on the REF website in January 2015. The 
University will receive details on how REF outcomes have translated into grant 
income at the end of March 2015. Visit the HEFCE website. 

 

http://tiny.cc/pgSpringboard
http://tiny.cc/pgDisabilityStudy
http://tiny.cc/GSSReports
http://tiny.cc/GSSReports
http://tiny.cc/GSScontacts
http://tiny.cc/REFhefce


Cyclists encouraged to stay safe and buy lights  

If you are a cyclist, please ensure that lights are fitted to your bike so that you can be 
seen by fellow road users. This advice coincides with the ongoing Cycle Lights Scheme 
by Thames Valley Police, which recently saw 276 cyclists receive fines in just one day 
in Oxford for not cycling with lights fitted to their bike. Any cyclist caught riding a bike 
without lights could be fined £50. For information on safe travel, visit the Oxford 
Students website. 

Are you a budding social entrepreneur?  

The Social Enterprise Support Programme is a programme of grants, training and 
mentoring for students and staff who wish to set up a social enterprise, or are looking 
to develop an existing enterprise. Grants of up to £5,000 are available for budding 
social entrepreneurs. 

Vote in your student election!  

Student elections determine who represents you to the University and works to make 
your life at university the best it can be. This is your chance to make sure that the 
Oxford University Student Union's (OUSU) priorities are your priorities. Voting is open 
from 08:00 on Tuesday 18 November to 18:00 on Thursday 20 November on the 
OUSU website using your Single Sign On. 

Interested in a career in Law but studying another 
subject?  

The Law Faculty is considering creating a new two-year law degree that will serve the 
needs of students who have completed a degree in other subjects, and wish to go 
into law. If you are interested in law, but are not currently completing an 
undergraduate degree in the subject, the Faculty want to hear your views to help 
devise the new course. If a new degree is created, it will commence no sooner than 
autumn 2016. 

Vaccine trial volunteers wanted  

The Jenner Institute is looking for healthy volunteers to participate in clinical vaccine 
trials, for which compensation is provided. If you would like to help further vaccine 
research, contact Natalie, the Volunteer Co-ordinator, by emailing the Vaccine Trials 
team, calling 01865 857406 or visiting the Jenner Institute website. 

 
 

http://tiny.cc/pgPoliceLights
http://tiny.cc/pgCycleSafety
http://tiny.cc/pgCycleSafety
http://tiny.cc/pgHubEnterprise
http://tiny.cc/pgOUSUElections
http://tiny.cc/pgLawSurvey
mailto:vaccinetrials@ndm.ox.ac.uk
mailto:vaccinetrials@ndm.ox.ac.uk
http://tiny.cc/pgJenner


Scatcherd European Scholarships  

Scholarships are available to students wishing to undertake a period of study or 
research in Europe. Awards of up to £6,500 are available for periods ranging from 
three months to one year. Applications close Friday 20 February 2015. Visit the 
Scatcherd Scholarships website. 

Oxford City centre SOS Bus pilot  

The Oxford SOS Bus pilot scheme has been set up in the city centre to help those who 
are affected by alcohol related injury or illness. The scheme will assess how effective 
the Bus is in treating minor injuries and reducing the numbers who go to Accident and 
Emergency (A&E) unnecessarily. The bus will operate between 22:30 and 05:30 every 
Friday and Saturday night from Friday 14 November until February 2015, on 
Cornmarket Street. The bus will be staffed by a paramedic, an RAF nurse and a St John 
Volunteer. The bus will also have security from the Street Ambassadors. 
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