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News & Information Office
Find An Expert
Are you keen to communicate with the public through the media? Or does it bother you when you see someone less well-informed than you getting column inches or airtime for their views?

Find An Expert connects members of the media with Oxford University academics, and is one of News & Information Office’s most important tools.

We aim to provide journalists with a range of potential commentators who are not only distinguished researchers but also good communicators willing to speak to journalists about their particular areas of interest and expertise. 
Being on Find An Expert shouldn't result in too many calls, but is a service that journalists really appreciate. Having an expert’s input also tends to lead to more accurate and informed coverage of many topics. Remember that the media and public’s definition of an ‘expert’ will be much more generous than your own: you can almost certainly talk about areas in your broad field well enough to help a layperson understand, even if you don’t specifically research them.
There is, of course, no obligation to respond to every request from the media, and your details can be removed from the list at any point. There are currently over 350 academics listed in Find An Expert, and we are always looking for new people to add.

If you decide to join Find An Expert, your entry will provide details of your research interests and expertise, together with telephone and email contact details. 

We also include a short profile, links to your department and/or college websites and to recent media work, as well as a recent photograph and/or video clips. Your Twitter handle can also be included.
If you haven’t done media work before, we can give you advice on how to prepare for interviews, and you can find guidance online at https://www.ox.ac.uk/public-affairs/media-coverage/media-guidance. 
We offer an ISDN line in the News & Information Office for live and pre-recorded radio interviews during office hours. Please get in touch if you receive an interview request and you would like to do it from Wellington Square.

Find An Expert is accessible through the News & Events section of the University’s website at www.ox.ac.uk/news. If you would like to join, please complete the attached form and return it to the News Office. If you have any questions about the service, please call the News Office on 01865 280528, or email news.office@admin.ox.ac.uk.
To be listed in Find An Expert, please complete this form. All information provided may be included in your entry, unless specified.
Fields marked with * are obligatory.
	Name, including title*
	

	Position*
	

	Department
	

	College
	

	Email ox.ac.uk address, where possible*
	

	Published phone number(s)* 
	

	Website(s) ox.ac.uk address, where possible*

	

	Twitter handle

	@

	Languages spoken

	


Mobile and home numbers will not be published on the web unless you have specified them as your published contact details.

However, journalists may wish to contact you when you are away from your office or lab, outside normal office hours, or occasionally at weekends. Speed is often of the essence when working with the media so, wherever possible, the News & Information Office should hold alternative contact details for you so that we can contact you directly. If you have not listed a mobile number above, please provide alternative contact details below.
Please note that numbers listed below will not be passed to the media without your consent but will only be used by News & Information Office staff to contact you on behalf of journalists.

	Mobile phone number
	

	Home phone number
	


In accordance with the Data Protection Act (1998), we advise that any information that you supply will be held within the University in connection with the work of the Public Affairs Directorate only. Please let us know if at any time you wish your name to be withdrawn from our list of contacts.

Signed:


Date:
	Areas of expertise*
Please use language and keywords which are likely to be used by journalists and avoid jargon, acronyms and highly technical language wherever possible

	1. 
	

	2. 
	

	3. 
	

	4. 
	

	5. 
	

	6. 
	

	7. 
	

	8. 
	


	Profile: we can use the text on your department or college to create a short profile of you. Alternatively, please provide information below. 

	


	If you have experience of working with the media, please summarise below


	


	Photographs and video clips



	I have attached an original digital photograph for inclusion in my entry
YES/NO

Please provide URLs for preferred video clips (Youtube or Vimeo) here:




Please return this form to news.office@admin.ox.ac.uk or News & Information Office, University Administration 
& Services, Wellington Square, Oxford, OX1 2JD.
Web application form, Nov 2015

